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Iſaiah XXVYT. IV. 
Truft ye mm the Lord for ever : For wW the Lord. 
JEHOVAH « everlaſting ftrength.. 


UCH is the uncertainty and inſtability of this reſtleſs world. 
vat alltimes, that. we can place no Truſt and Cotifidenee 
therein, nor in any of our Poffeſſions and EnJoyitients hete 
below, having: but an uncertain Tenure of themi fit the beſt, 
and may be ſon diſpoſſeſt and turned our of ther, And ſo, Wave, 
ring and unconſtant is our Condition here, that we miſt corifeſs 
with the Patriarchs of old, that we are like Itrangers and pilgritns 
and wanderers here upon tHe earth, and have nv. fixed ahd ſure 
Abiding here, or any.Rock wherein we may ſeciirely fe our 
Hopes and: Confidence... Nor does it {cem to be the willof God 
that we ſhovld be placed in. ſuch a fiire and ſecure conditioft here, . 
leſt we ſhould-be like the Zews, of whorn it is ſaid ih that. 

of Moſer, Deut. 32.18; Of the Rock that begas thee tholt art tn- 
mindful, and: haſt forgotten G:d4 that formed-thee: And too. great a - 
ſecurity here will-be apt to make us like them, and*to do fo. 
too, Fcr the greater exerciſe of our Faith and Truſtin Almighty<- 
God do we ſeem to be placed here in a more unſerled and mu- 
table condition,. wherein. we are like ſorne tithes to be expoſed to 
great Straits and Dangers and Neceſlicies and Wants ;.and where- 
in we ſhall ſtand in great need of the Divine Help and Aﬀiſtance- 
of Almighty. God; and are in an eſpecial manner then to call 
upon him- for-it, and to- truſt io and rely upen hin; and ſhall 
then be ſure to find him ready to ſuccor-and help us, fo far as- 
he ſecs it to be convenient fr us; and fo far as ſhall be (uffi- 
cient. for us, And through the great wickedneſs and corruption 
A . 2. ob. 


- FTP 
of Mankind and the finful Children of this World, is our Con- 
dition here like to be the worſe, and-we muſt expect ſome times 
to be expoſed to great diſtreſs ard hazards, and to have our 
very Lives perhaps too to. lie at the Stake, and ſhall there find 
no help nor ſuccour to deliver us from. our Fears:and Dangers, 
but muſt have recourſe ro Almighty God alone for help and de- 
liverance from all our Diftrefſes and-Hazards whatſoever. And 
now have we cauſe to expect great Trouble and Perplexity, and 
that we muſt undergo the peril of loſing our very Lives ; and 
ſhall: have more than ordinary cauſe ro fly to Almighty God for 
Refuge and Help and Protection: - For I.am confident that the 
time 18 now nigh at hand wherein Popery will prevail over the 
Proteſtant Church for a time; and we muſt expect. very ſharp 
threatnings  from.the Papiſts when they have once gotten the 
upper hand., And therefore have'l made choice of theſe words of 
the Propher for the Subjett of-my preſent diſcourſe, wherein, all 
the true" Servants of- God are exhorted to put their_Truſt; and 
Confidence in Almighty God ar all times; -and- are affured that 
they fhall find him a-never-failing Refuge to all ſuch as haye-re- 
PEL h'm and rely-upon him. Tra## ye_in the Lord forever; 

in the Loyd Jehovah i evcrtiſting ſtren;th. #4228 "teugi 

In theſe words then we have theſe two partsz * 


Traſt ye in the Lord for ever. And SLE 5 « 
- VI. The reaſon wherewith this Exhortation and Precept is backed, 
and why we ſhould do fo.; and that is becauſe of | his\ſure .and 
certain Help and Aſſiſtance atall*rimes: For 5n 1he Lord fehouah 
i everlaſting ſtrength, or the Rick'sf Ares, avitis inthe margent, 
and in the Hebrew. * ja a Ws : | 

I. An Exhortation and Command to trutit in the Lord at all 
times. 4 
 Godrequires this of us, both ag a Duty-towards him, that we 
ſhuuld firmlyrely upon his word andprom ſes, and place"onr whole 
Traftin him at all times ; And alfo for our own ſupport and com- 
fort, and to chear our heavy h*arts'in all times of: Diſtreſs, (eſpe- 
cially (..ch as this which is now'coming upon us; +) That weiſhould 


thenreſtand depend upon kim for his*divine Help and Rn, 
and- 


'T. An Exhortation or Command to truſtintheLord at alleimes, 
2 <4 FAS <7 


and ſecurely place-our. Confidence in hinj, . with full aſſurance that: 

he will not then forſake.and fail us..; And, : ” Ys G34 10K, oh TY 
'Firſft, We are hereby taught to,put.our Truſt.and Confidence... 
innoother,'and'to rely upon and: confide in nothing. elſe... \In. be=: 
ing*commanded to truitinthe- Lord Fehovah,. we are tacitly here-. 
by forbiddeh ro'truſtiin any other God, or to place- our truft and 
canfidence in: any. thing elſe; befides;him. - And: this;is the firſt: 
Commandment -of tne Decalogue, that, we ſhovild have naother: 
Gods: before him. - But in-placing our chief truſt in any thing elſe, 
we: perform anhigh act ,of religious duty-thereto, -and give God's 
honour and due to another, and do hereby; in a; great meaſure 
makeit a God... And we ;may ſee that wejare forbiddcn. by; poſts: - 
tive.commands to truſt mn any, 'thirig:elſe beſides:Almighty God; 
and that a' Wo .and' Curſe 1s:pronounced againſt ach, -arid that 

they are like to. find no good info doing... .'1 1 
We are forbidden to” truſt in Riches, and to place .our Conti 
dencein our worldly wealth and:carthly treaſures. Charge thend 
that are rich. inthis world (faith St, Paxl to Trwothy, :xiTim. 6.171) 
that they be not high: minded, nor truſt 1n mnctrtain riches;' but, | 1: 
the living God, This is but vain confidence to place any. rruſt;in 
them, as the Apoſtle hereſheweth. _. And ſaith Solomon, Pro,23.5; 
W:t thos fet thine eyes —_ that which is not ? For riches certainly 
make themſelves wings z they fly away as an eagle towards heaven. - tt 
is great folly, as' well as ſin, torely.upon them: For, as. he ſaith 
Prov. 11. 28, He that truſteth in hu riches, ſhall fall. And in-no 
ſteadin the needfultime of trouble _will they ftand him in, that 
relies ' upon them, as Solomon alſo ſheweth. Prov. 11.4, : Riches 
profit not in the day of wrath. When there is the moſt need afall, 
theſe will rhen ſignify nothing to a mans ſafety and ſecurity. And 
in this dark time which is coming upon us, I conceive, that,they 
will rather add tothe ſorrow and miſery, than; to.the comfort 
and. ſafety of ſuch as are the great Maſters of them. And.ta 
diſſuade us the. more from truſting in them, and;tg;ſhew; us. the 
great miſchief inſo doing, we may take, notice of what.our bleſ- 
ſed Lord hath ſaid, viz, That ſuch:as do ſo ſhall very;hardly-enter 

into the Kingdom of Heaven, and are in greatdanger' of potiſiun 
eternally, Mar. 10. 23. And feſns. lavked round. about , an 5 
unto his diſciples; How . hardly ſhall they that have riches enter a 
the 
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(#) | 
the Kingdim of God! And the diſciples were aftoniſbed_ at his Warais. 
But Jeſus anſwereth again, and ſaith unto then; children, how hard. 
i'it for them that traſt enriches, to. enter to the Kingdew of God | 
Inus cafier for'a camel to go thorow the eye of a necale, than for arich 
aan 10 enter into _the K mgdom of God. . By truſting, in theſe, -men 
are-like to block up the path of. Life againſt . themſelves”. We 
are ſtrictly forbid, we ſee, to-truſt in riches, or in any worldly 
wealth and.carthly treaſure... "+4. 3: 

And we are allo forbid to-truſt in an Arm of Fleſh, or to rely 
upon any humane Power, We are not. to place onr Truſt and 
Confidence in any Kings and Princes and-great Men of the carth;. 
nor in any Armies. ang Naval Forces and Warlike Preparations, 
The doing of this is ſinful andevil,. and theſe will prove but weak 
and helpleſs Deities 'to ſuch-as rely upon them. Pſal, 146. 3--, 
ſaith the Pſalmiſt there; Pat nor your truſt in princes,” nor in the 
the (ou of man, is whom there is no help. His. breath goeth forth; 
he returneth to his carth, in thas. very. day. his thomghts- periſh; 
Theſe. are of a-morral. and periſhing narmre themſelves, and.can- 
not-preſerve themſelves; and muchleſs then are they able to help 
and. fave others that rely upon them. And a wo is denounced” 
againſt ſuch as truſt in the help of man. If. 30. 3--, Wo r9 the re- 
helliom children, ſaith the Lord, that take counſel, but net of me, and. 
that cover with covering, but not of my Spirit, that they: may add 
fn 20 fin.. That walk to go down mo. Egypt (and have ndt aſked as 
my worth) to ftrenzthen themſelves in the {her of Pharaoh, and to 
truſt in the ſpadow of Egypt. , And we may tee in the verſes fol- 
lowing whathelp and comfort they were like to-find-in ſo doing, 
ver..3. Therefore fball the ftrength of Pharaoh be your ſhame (ſaith 
God by the Prophet) and the iruſt in the ſhadow of Eg ypr jour 
confuſion. And-ver. 5 ; They were all aſhamed of a people that conld 
wot. profit them, ner be an help, nor profit; but a ſhame and aljo 4 

.. . Here wc fec how we are like roſpecd, if we truſt in an 
Arm of Fleſh, and place our confidence in humane: Power z we: 
maſt then' expect. pething but ſhame and: reproach and .confution. 
And to this-purpofe, 1f.. 31. 1: Wo # them that go d:9n #0 Foypd 
for help, and; ftay on horſes, and raft it chariots, becanſe they are many; 
anti / dire becanſe they are very-ftrong: Bus they lock, nos wnto 
the holy, One of Ife nel, neither [eck, the Lird; And what: the iy 


(5) 
of ſach truſt and cenfidcnce is like to. be,” we may alſo ſee 'her®- 
ver. 34" Now the Egyptians aro men, and vet God, and their horſts 
flaſk, and nes ſpirit: when the Loyd ſhall etch out bis hand, bot® 
US ers 
to | e men' ec 

fram their vain confidence. inall and —— 
fuch as truſtin an _ of Fleſh are curſed, as God DD by by 
the Prophet Jexemiahy 17. 5-- 4 Thas mou the Lord, curſed be oo 
an. that trafteth fo b #M wan; and maket Floſs his dens; and 
heart d«pareeth from: the, Lord, For be ſhall be like the heath: ins 
deſert, ava ſoati not. ſex when. goed camith," but ſoall inhabit the p t- 
ched places "inthe was .ina ſalt lard, and uot mhbabited. Such 
os fre God, and -nariin bis Helpz bur place their hopes 
A TOoeey, in ors Pojyer; muſk expect no good, but ſor- 
row ard miſery. to attend-themin'fo* doing,” 

Nor are we. to place our epatidence in oar wit and: khowkedg 
and ſtrength of body &c; mo OI idolize them, as the Propher 


ſheweth, re 690 "the Lord, Lot ner otter 
may make to out (Clyesx but in the Lord 7ebonahthe livi 

fruſtrared/and didppeimed, And ſuch as ſhall 

that put their'truſt in Almighty God, and faith and 


in his wiſdom ; Won the mighty may 5n his 
wit. the rich. man glory 5n is males But EY: that glarieth, 
in this, that be nuderſtandeth and hnoweth net; that die: 
* We are not to'truſt in'theſe, nor in a 
God: For tqyorult in any thing | 

Ak -nbdlry romardwpian und 1s aderogatiog 
and-is finful and. «.ppbiy fo Cs 
ball be -oiferably. ns dckſeg. and. may expect to have: our hopes 
era in-this dark Time which: is conting; upon us, betake them- 
ſelves to' Arms«-on; the-one-hand';z H to Popery om the: 0- 
ther hand, to-ſecare themſclves; I fear that fack wil will be ingreat 
— er of periſhing, and loſing their Lives, But I'hape-thar- all 
& 


patience whit for- his bleſſed and ProteCtion, will be pre- 
ſerved alive, '\notwithſtanding their hazard and danger-is like-to 
be very great. And'the- more to prevail with us" todo ſo, 

+ Secondly, We may ſee that we are- often: exhorted and” enjoi- 
ned in the ſacred Scriptures to Put our. Truſt and Confidence 


in 


43) 
#3 Almighty God' at all vimes; and'upon all accounts, eſpecially 
when we: have the moſt need of Relief and, Proteftion;; and thar 
$4 is our duty to do ſ6;,, 'The ſacred go op tly.ex-. 
Hort. us: to truſt” in\and rely tpon*him>and-'to-caſt' = Av f 
him, and 0s co rH of his: help arid ofſitabee when we: 
| and in ! ono Hope je; P(Al, py: 7, £ Par ai ning 
© in Grd os n and my glory; t 6 Roc engt 
refuge 58. fact God, Truſt in him- $ 7 rimes, ye ele pour Sex 
before him; 'Godre avefuge for ns. andPha i: © Jt: 
wy er in the Lord: "hes: 1heir help Taphf, od 0 hebſe 
I Aavon, truſt in\the\Lord: he is the br end" their oy Te 
car. the Lord, traſt” ins thei Lord i be be LN they * \ nd their 
ye! 'And in many. other places'in "chelipfalins: are1 'ethorted 
tothis. . And this 182Solomon's eth6rtaridhy;Provi. $7 Truf It rhe 
Lord with all thine heart,” wnd\lhthi Wot wilt Tint awh andir prot 
And' faich' the” Prophert® If Foy. ” Refer is Avrag you" that” fe 
the Lord, that obeyerb'the"woice of bif ſervant,” walketh in Fel 
neſs; and hath nolight? Let him raft in%he-Nawms of thel Lird, and 
| oh <Ona bis'Ged®” 19-all'Rd and corfbrrleſs conditions ite” his 


to'have'\redourſe ro himm"and thete"to"reft honeys 
Faure. And! this we-ars .alſo Eexhofred 6"arl joined by'the: 
Golpel to caſt:atfour care upon Almighty God, 'and to eruſt-fe-" 
curely mhim.-'2 Cor. 1.9;7 Butwe had 16+ Fentente XA we in our 
| ſelves (faith rhe Apoſtlc).4bat! we ſhobtulhrwfh in or r efvir; 
in God. whith raiſctsi the 2tad; * AHA TARH OBLP e287 Pet Ay 174 
Hamble your ſelves "therefore wider the with band of 'Bodf't 
" 247- txale,y08-in dui time, paſting all cy0)""vart! "wpan\ bw," af b 
carcth: for'yom. - And wipon Al Sochuneov frat areawetoteuſt 
in: ahd rely pon: Almighty yi.God ji in all be. + adto/ A dÞn Fingers 
both) for cheabyaining Us all ſacfi+kin Ee H68 ed. 
ful: for;us, and for: the: avoiding of tifen thingy as q 
and: hurtfuÞtolus ' Ard © 
r, We are torruſt! inand> rely upon 1 ohie 461g" "_O_ thelivin 
andgtue.God,'for hetp: and -ſaccor in alPrheWaſies andnceds 3] 'E 
neceſſities thatwe lyan#1abor under atany4imeNertinthif World. 
We argj toirey uponhiridera ſupply'to afeur'temporatwants of 
food and:raimenr; and:of a orherrieceffaries of this Rfe;; and Hot to 
vex-and -diquiet our {elves withotarking! ute! Und: deſpondenc 
thoughts,. 


Eto 


(7) 
thoughts, norto have recourſe to. any finful and unlawful means 
to furniſh our ſelves with ſuch: things\as'we ftand in need of. - We 
are:to-uſe our. own :honeſt endeavours, i and-to-call upog. him for. 
relief; : and rhenro'believethat he wilkſupply-us with ſuch chings as 
we want,ſofar as he ſces it to be needful:and convenient for us." And 
this we are:more particularly exhorted to in: the ſacred Scriptures, 
and aretherein affured rhar'God will ſupply us: with all ſuctrthings 
as we want and have:great need of... This the Plalmift ſheweth, 

Pſal.:33-18; 2975 |Bebold' the er of the Lord is mpon them taut fear 

bins, - pan: thens"'that 'hope tt his mercy;"'To deli ' their ſoul from 
death, nd tokeep them alive in famine.: i And Pal. 34:9; 10.0 fear 

the: Lardye bis Gaines > for there:is'no want to them that fear him." 
The; yowng,' Liony| do lack; ani ſuffer buuger; but they (that fear the 

Zard, ſhall not vyait any good thing. | And agaimrPſal: 377. 35 faith 'the: | 
Pſalmiſt; Train the Lord, and: do good, (ſo fnatc: thou dwell 3n the; 
Lind, and verily thow- ſhalt be fed,'\ Thofe thar d6'this, need: not! 
doubt ofa ſupply: herein; And: faith: God-by the Prophet Ifaiah;. 
41.17, 18; When the 0 and needyiſeck' water, and there 13 none, 
and their tongue failethy for thirft; [theiLord wilh hear them, 1 3he 

God of 1(racl will not forſake them: -1 will” open rivets itbe big pla-. 
ces, and fountains in the midſt of the walleys zi I will make the wit- 
derneſs a pool of 'watey, and the dry land ſprings of water,” And our: 
bleſſed Lord doth exhort us to rely upon.God1n this reſpeCt, and: 
diſſuades us from ——— of mind, and carkitng:care.abaut: the 
things of this world, aſſuring us that;/God / will nor'fail to; provide! 
theſe- things for us, if we'ſerve him' as we ought,!- Mart; 6: 25+ 
Therefore, I.ſay' unto you (ſaith: he) 'take no thonzht for jour life; 
what ye ſhall eat, or what .ye ſball drink; 'nor yet for your body, . whak: 
36. ſhall pat on:: [5 not the life more than ment? and\the' body than 

rainent?: Behold ohe fowls of the air z for they ſow not, either da they: 
reap, not gather into barns ; yet your: begvenly Father fetdeth thim.. 
Are yenotinuch better than they? And ver; 28--, And why takd' ye' 
thought for raiment? Conſider the lilies of the firld, how they grow* 

they toil not, neither do they, ſpin: And yet I ſay nito you, that evin 
Solomon in all bis: glory was not arrayed like one of thiſe, Wherefers' 
if God ſo cloath the graſs of the field, which t0'day" #2, and; ro- mote: 
row is Caſt into the oven; ſhall he: uot monch more: claath you; Oye 

of little faith? Therefore take no thought, ſaying; what ſpalh we eat i: 

| B 


or 


| 8$)) 
or mphat ſball wridrink ? or wheremithsal ſhall we be cloathed? Far your 
heavenly Father knoweth that ye have ned of all theſe things. But 
feek yei firſt the Kingdom of God, and: bis rig couſnefs, ond; all thife 
things ſhall be added wntaryou.' Quir bleſſed Lord here doth let us 
know, 'ithat God-/having given us life- and a bady, wilt:;give us 

allo ſuch things as areneceſfary for the ſu ing. of them ; and . 
that he well underſtands, and mines what 1s needful for us:: And 
by God's care of inferior icreatures, he doth affure: us, 'that he 
wilt havcia. greater care of us, and will. be fure-not to; fail us 
herein if we ſock his Kingdom and: the Righteouſneſs thereof. 
And to this pyrpoſe, Ls. 12. 32--. And often are; we exhorted 
bythe Apoſtles to lay afide all ſolicitous thoughts about theſe things, 
and te:depend upon Almighty God for them. It:1. our duty to 
tuft in God mthis reſpect ;, avd if we ſhould be ftript of alh, in-this 
dark Time: that is coming upon us, we are then-efpecially to. put 
in practice, and'to rely upon the good Providence of God; and 
' not to: doubt bur that he will relieve and help us; ſo far 'as he 
Qallſee it ro be conveniens for us. 

And for a ſupply to all.our ſpiritual wants and needs are we to 
rely. and depend upon Alrtighty God. © Weare to make. our ear- 
_ to. him. for-the aſhſkance of his Geace and Spirit, to 

us to-do our duty,. and to: overcome .all temptations thae 
hall affault us'; and: for all ſych Graces and Virtues and other 
ſpiritual ſuccors that we have need of, and: then to. depend upon 
him for relief herein. And our. blefied: Lorddoth affureusthar wo 
ſhalt be ſufficieatly-furniſhed with divine Afiftance; if we-do: ſo. Eu. 

21,13; ſaith he z If ye they, being evil; hnow' hom to: give good yiſts 
unto your children, how. much more: ſhall your heavenly Father: give cho 
Spirit 10. them. that aſk; him ? And faith St, James 2. 5'; If any 
lack. wifdam, let_hins aſh of God, that giveth. to: all men libs + 
; and: apbraideth net; and it ſhall be given him. ' For the 
bletied affiftance of God's Spiric, -and: for all heavenly wiſdom 
andunderſtanding and power to withſtand:remprations,. andfor all 
ether ſpiritual aid-and help are we-toſcek ro-God;. and to-rely upon 
him, for a ſupply herein ;| anc chen. we ſhall be fyureto be furniſhed: 
with a: ſufficiency of ther, if we feek theny as we ought; | 

2. We are-to- truſt in-Almighty Godin allthe Dangerethac we 
a any time fhall-be exgaſegt. to,. aſſuring. our ſelves that he will 


nor 


(9) . 


not then be wantifig to us. And this is the thing which the Text: 
feemerh chiefly tq reſpect, as the ct ſhewerth. ' We ate flot' 
rafhly and wilflly to fun intodangers, and 165'to ternpþt the Lord; 
bur in all th& dangers and hazards that'we are brought intd' 
the —— Revolutions ard Viciflitudes'of this Worfd, 'or that'd 

ys cafirafly befal ns, are we' ro ruſt in and rely upbr MS 

mighty od fot Help and deliverance.” 16 aff citnce'or jNe PE 

ond Peftience/ affd 2 rear Bickneſfs and Mortality ; *1t all Yimes of 
"Mlogdthed and rent Perfecurion and Tribaletibf ((oth 
as Weate now to 'expeft) and in all perflons and 'datigtrots edh- 
ditions and ei ces Wharſvever are we to'tfiſt in-his Pi 


Providence and Protection,//ard'to expect help nd relief Ford mn. 
We are not tobe afraid _ the Ferver by night, mor for ht” arvow* that 
fyeth by ley, wor for the prjbiteet that Lieb i an Gear or 


the diſtrefion that wiſttth at youn-day ;* Pla). 9uF, 

fo to be afraid of theſe;”-6t rhe like, as to de 

help from Almighty God; bur at altcihes and in ay places 

we are threatned. with any dangers,” we'are to have' ws W 
him! in prayer, and then roreſt'Rcutely upon his nth 


and 
Aſſiſtahce, and'toknowthathewill bea'very preſent btlp in alt out 


troxblt, "ai he ER OGINNG. T., And we och &r #ffured' 
of hijs"Þl dh che Pf ere "oy laces of his ſacred 
j or 
ror, lg, Ben. 4 fromthe wiſans pe | 
eddy? jortd hs i\ #nd whit his ings fo Mey 
oo God'\doth'gi ts Feope grear affutgn> of his Hel $—- | 


atettion when they have great need of them; by His 
Init, x. 10--, Fear Atoms (12 Cem he) for 7 an evans 
ot for ſaw'thy God: 1w rhee zen, T will 
: ee bath d thre with t Hobs hand! of wy _ 
Bebe! all t were incenſed apninſt thee ſhall be rj 
ro gery ; ro fo ſhall be > medio] wi ; 7 thty that firiv 
ſhalt ſeek this, and ſhalt not findl Ln eveh Hhew 
Uta Lark oP with rd ; that war ag inſt rhe, Jhatt be as no- 
and us a thing of nonght. For I the Lord thy God will bold thy 
bor-4 Yor 7 rms wito thee, fear not, I will help thte--, This 5 
a ortation and great encouragement doth God give to his Pe 

ro reſt themſelves ſecurely _ him, and hot to fear rheir «96 
B 2 mics, 
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mics, ; which fhould thus vaniſh away and come: to nought. And 
we firmly: truſt.in God, we. may expect that this promiſe will 
be ingde good. to. us now, and- that. our enemies ſha thus vaniſh 
2nd come | £6. nought. .. And he promiſeth to be with his People in 
all the great dangers that they are brought.intal(.43.:2.. When thou 
paſſeſk, thirow the waters (faith, he) 1 will be' with the and thorgw 
the rivers, they ſhall not overflow thee; When thos walkeft throw the 
fre, they ſnalt not. be burnt, meither ſhall the flame. had, wpomt hee. 
even at: the Stake, (if.it ſhou]d pleaſe,God ro, to, 
brought thither) are we to.confide and.truſt inthe Lord lebovab, 
and .toexpeft, that even then he will be a Mighty, God and Savi- 
our. to.us,- and. furniſh us with extraordinary. help and ſtrength 
fir for, ſuch a. Fiery Tryal. ..He that hath pramiſed to, be with his 
People and Servants when they paſs, tharow the fire and water , 
will 57 16 to be ©, with them, .when, there. ſhall.-be this great 
pi grectgh -his aſſiſtance. We areto truſt in-the Lord for ever, 
n. no account, whatſoever. to \diftruhy- : and deſpair of 
bis mere (— ſuccor. and OED: De'S by 
ir e.may ce t at ſuch, HAY d.and, at t 
1 Mic Truſt _ confidence an, Almig Godj;an ans er 
rely upon him ;. and that this will 'epgage him; 
to ſuccour and protett them at'all times; 
moſt of all-want, his help and aſſiſtance, , 
often afſert, that ſuch are,bleſſed that,put the 
2-12; faith hey Bleſſed are all they that puts 63, bins... An 
Pſal. 34.8. O raft and ſee that the Lord = riah the man 
that truſteth in him. And Pal. 49:4 4+ Bleſſe, C rhe man, that maketh 
the Lord his 46 4 and reſpeierb not the prand, ard [uch ac.co about 
with {yes, . In, theſe places doth he,ſhew how . d and happy 
ſach men are. © And faith Solomon, Prov. 16. 20 ;: Whoſo. tr &h 
in the Lord, happy is he. Ang ſaith the, Praphet Jeremiah, 17. 7--; 
Bleſſed is the man that trufteth in the Lord, and whoſe hope the Lord 
ic. ' For be ſhall be-as atree planted by . the waters, and t hat.. [prca- 
Jah out her roots by the river, and ſpall nor ſee w 4 on hed wack | 
but her leaf ſpall be green, and ſvall not wa, careful in the, near v 
dronght--, He is ble fied wan $4 he ſhall find comfors and re- 
freſhment when an.evil Time. cometh, and. will. not be fo, ſhaken 


and terrified with it as,others are like.to. be, And in. ſeveral 
| | ' 'places 


> More wh 
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places do the ſacred Scriptures ſhew what great good ſhall be 
to ſuch as wait and reſt upon God, and truſt in him alone. Pfal. 
-3I; 19, ſaith the Pſalmiſt; O how. great # thy. goodneſs, which this 
haſt laid'wp for them that fear thee ; 'which thow haſt wrowght' for 
" thens. that truſt in thee, before the ſons of meni And Pſal, 32.10. 
Many ſorrows ſhall be to the wicked (ſanh he) but he thad eruſtetb 
in vhe Lord ; mercy ſoall compaſs him about. And Pfal. 34: '22. 
The Lord redeemeth, the ſou! of his ſervants; and none of them that 
truſt in. bins: ſhall be deſolite, And Pal. 125, I ; They, that 
rraſt in the Lord ſball be as monnt Zion, which cannot he. moved, 
The Pſalms we ſee are very full to this purpoſe, exhorting men 
to truſtqn Almighty God, and afſfuring them that they ſhalbfind 
great. benefit and advantage i» f» doing. And faith God by«the 
Prophet, complaiving of the infidelicy: of his. People towards him, 
If. $7.13. When thorn cryeſt let thy companies deliver, thee: bat the 
wind ſpall carry them awn1y ; vanity (ball take them; But be that 
putteth bis truſt in me, ſhall poſſeſs the land, ana. ſhall. inherit my 
holy Monmtain., To ſuch doth he promiſe the inheritance.of his 
land and holy Mountain, that make him their Rock and; Truſt, 
And ſuch as ſhall now cruſt in him in this great Day and dark 
Time that is coming upon us, I hope will: now be preſerved to 
inherit his land here and holy Mountain. _—_— 

-. This truſting in; Gad is that which alone muſt afford ns comfort 
and refreſhment, in the midſt of all our ſorrows ond miſeries that 
befall us: here, And this will be ſure to do it ,. and-will-free us 
the moſt from all folicitous care and anxious thoughts about the 
Concerns of this World ; and fet our hearts the moſt at reſtthat 
can: be-here. Such is our condition here in this World, that we ſhall 
always be lyable to wants and dangers, and can have no-other 
ſecurity of freedom from them. The Revolutions of this World are 
fo.various and frequent ; andour condition here ſo uncertain, thas 
we muſt of neceſſity be often expoſed ro an indigent condition and 
great hazards; and there is no ſecuring our ſelves againſt them by 
all che-humane Arts and ſubtilty that we can uſe : For thele are. 
ſoon fruſtrated and ſhattered to pieces by the-waves of an. adverſe 
Fortune, and all'our hopes that depend upon them are then blaſted 
and come to nought. And we may ſee that no man hath ever been. 


placed. in ſuch a ſecure ſtate here, but even Kings and Emperors 
; | have: 


(12) 

hare often been reduced to great neceſſitics and wants , and have 
often had their Lives taken away. And this ſhews that we can have 
Kcurgy no whereeſſe but in Almighty God. In him we ſhallbe ſure 
wind help in the needfut time of trouble : And Hereby ſhall webe 
the moſt freed from all anxious and perplexing thoughts before- 
hand," and have the moſt peace and farisfation of mind that can be 
had at ſuch a rime. 7». 16. 33; faith our Lord z Theſe things 1 
have ſpoken nut you, that in ms ye might have pence, in the world 
ve fball bavs tribulation ; but be of good cheer , I hwoe overeonee 
ee world. By truſting in God we ſhall be ſire of his bleſſed and 
ready help , akd ſhall have the peace and quiet of our minds the 
moſt of all ſecured that can be, and ſhall find great benefic and 
comfortby ſo doing z but yet we muſt not expect to- be wholly 
freed from troublewhen the evil Day cometh, nor think that the 
the" Iniquiry' of the® times will be any pleaſant ſpefacle to good 
men , butſorrow and grief to them. ; 

To'truft and relyupon Almighty God in all times of diſtreſs and 
tribulation" is a great at of faith towards him ; and therefore will 
engage him'the more to help and ſuccour us 'in all ourneeds and 
difrefled conditions. By this do men ſhew to the World that they 


do highly honor and magnify him aboveall, and have great and 
worthy ny = of him. Hereby they make it plainly appear to all 


men, that do not take him to be a mean and delpicable 
Being; thatthey efteern him to be no weak and helpleſs Creature; 
thatthey Took not pon him as a fallacions arid deceirfull God : 
But that they are fully convinced that he is an Omnipotent and 
all-wife God ; that they are well aſſared of his great Love aud 
Goodneſsz that they doubr not of his Veracity and fidelixyy that 
they dare fully rely upon his Word and Promiſes, and dare truſt 
him with their Lives and Souls and all rhat is dear to thefn.. 'By 
truſting in Almighty God men do highly honor and: ify him, 
not only in their own hearts and breaſts, but'affo in the eyes of 
the World ; And for ſuchfaith and truſt in God is Abraham highly 
commended in the Word of God z Rom. 4. But on the otherhand, 
he that truſteth not in him , doth greatly debaſe and Vilify him'y 
he ſheweth that Hheis not a God ro be truſted in, and that he dares 
not rely upon his Word and Promiſes, and fo makes him'an unfairch- 
ful or helpleſs.God, if nor both; and as the Scriptare ſhemerh, x fo. 

| | F. 10. 
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5. to, doth make him a {yar. This is a great act. of ſaith, rotraſt 
in God intimes of great diitreſs and danger z and heveby -(forour 
grearer encouragement ) ſhall we engage him more firmly ts be 
our Helper and ProteCtor, becauſe we do rety upon him, -Good 
men do look upon themſelves to be more obliged not to fail ſuch as 
truſt in them , and ſome way or other rely upon them for help and 

ance. And much more then, we may be ſure , wiltAlm | 
look upon himſelf robe more obliged ro help and'/fuccour 

as firmly rely upon him alone in all cheir ſtrains and difirelſetcon 
ditions. And the Sacred Scriptures do ſhew that he wilt beſure'ra 
help ſuch, for this vecy reaſon, becauſe they do fairhfully rely 
upon his Divine Aid and aſfiſtance, and wait upon him forit. This 
the Plalmiſt ſheweth, Pf. 37.39, 40: But the Saluation of the righ- 
3000s bs of the Lord; he is their ſtrength in the time" of trouble... And 
the Lord ſhaH help them, and deliver them ; he ſhalt deliver then 
from the wicked, and ſave them, becauſe they truſt in hin." And Pf. 
gI, g--, Becauſe thou haſt made the Lord, which is my refuge, evenrhe 
woſt High thy habitation ; There ſball no evil befall rheo ; weitber ſhalh 
any Playus WICK A Dw:lling : For he ſpall give his Angels 61 
ever thee, to kgep thee in all thy ways. And this the Prophet ſhewethi 
here, If. 26. 3, the verſe before the Text ; Thos wilt keep hins' 1w 
perfet peace, whoſe mind is ſtayed on thee, becauſe ho truſteth in thee, 

y trulting/in any God, we ſec, we ſhallengage him'more 
firmly to-be'a of our ſalvarion at all tumes, and he will 'be 
fure ro fave anddeliver us in his good time, becauſ@ we. truſt in 
him , and wait for his almighty Aid. And, as the Pfalmiſt faith, 

Pſ. 146. 5, Happy it he that bath the God of Faceb far his help, whoſe 
hope is in the Lord his God. | 

: Foxrthly , For an exhortation hereto and for our encouragement 
herein, we may ſeethat this hath been the reſolution and praftice 
of all good men ; to truſt in the Lord in all the dangers anddiſtreſſed 
conditions that they have been brought into: When Abraham was 
commanded- to depart out of his own country ,. he obeyed, and 
truſted to the good Providence of God for protection andrelief in 
all: the hazardous and neceſſitous conditions that he ſhould be 
brought intoz Gem, 12. I-- ; And faith the-Apoſtle, Heb. r1.8. By 
faith Abraham , when he was called to go ont into a place which he 
ſpruld after receive for an inheritance , 6 hr ;z and he wens out , not 
af” ky ng 
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knowing whither he went, He truſted to the good Providence of God 
in this Pilgrimage that he took in obedience to his command. And 
he always took thePromiſes of God for truth , :tho' he could not ſee 
how they ſhquld beperformed : And ſo muſt we now do, if we will 
be. is fairhfull and bleſſed Children, Afoſes pur: his truſt in God, 
and at his command went to redeem and deliver the 1ſrazlites 
out of the hand of a powerful King, the King of E-ypt, Ex. 3+-. 
And concerning him ſaith the Apoſtle, Heb. 11.27 ; By faith 'hs 
farſaok, Egypt, hot fearing the wrath of the King : for he endured as 
ſeeing bim who is inviſible. Such was his faith and truſt in God. that - 
he feared notthe wrath of the King , but was as couragious as if 
he'had had God viſibly by him to help and ſuccour him. And this is 
his encouraging Speech to the /ſraelites, when they were ſore afraid 
being incloſed with the Sea on the one hand, and with their Ene- 
mies onthe other: Ex. 14.13 ; Fear ye not , ſtand ftill, and ſce the 
Salvation of the Lord , which he will ſhew to yuu to day ; for the Eg yp- 
tians whom ye have ſeen to day, ye ſtall ſce them again no more for 
ever; The Lord ſhall fight for you, and ye ſhall hold your peace. And 
with Faith and truſt in God Almighty did he encounter. all the op- 
poſitions and hazards that he met with afterwards. Zoſbua at God's 
command , and with truſt and confidence in his almighty Power 
and Divine ProteCtion , went againſt all the Kings of Canaan, and 
did.not fear to engounter and ſet upon them, when they-were many 
of them confederated together and had united their Forces; as. we 
may ſee Foſbna 10-=, Fob expreſſech very great ttuſt and confidence 
in almighty God-/, 70h, 13. 14. Wherefore ( ſaith he ) do 1 take my 
fieſh in my. teeth,” and put my life in mime hand ? Tho" be ſlay me; yet 
will [ pat my traſt in h1m. He was reſolved ftill to truſt in God), 
and to wait for; his ſalvation, notwithſtanding he was in ſuch a 
milerable:condition'that he ſeemed almoſt to. be deſerted and for» ' 
ſaken of him. Davidalſo ſheweth what great faith and confidence 
he put in Ahnighty God. When his own Companions were. ready 
ro itone him, ke ſtrengthened himſclt herewith, 1 Sam. 30.6. And 
Dayd was greatly aiſtreſſ:d; for the People ſpake of ſtoning him , be-: 
Canſe the ſoul of all the people was grieved, every man-for bis Sons, and 
for his Daughters :- but David encouraged himſclf inthe Lord his God, 
And often in the Pſal»> doth he declare his great confidence in Al=- 
mighty God. And faith rke Pſalmiſt, Tf. 46. 1--, Ged is our refuge 
an 
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and Srengeh , 4 very preſent help in trouble. Therefore will not we fear, 
tho' the Earth be moved, and tho' the Mountains be carried into the 
midſt of the Sea; Tho the Waters thereof roar and be troubled ; tho' the 
Mountains ſhake with th: ſwellings thereof, And Pſ. 118. 6, The Lord 
is on my ſide, 1 will not fear : Whit can man ds unto mc? And faith 
the Prophet 1/4iah, exprefling his own confidence in God, as he 
was taught, and teaching the People alſo tod? thelike /ſ. 12. 2 
Behold , God is my'ſalwition; 1 will truſt and not be afraid ; for th: 
Lird F EHOV AHismy ftrength and my Song , he alſo is become my. 
ſalvation. The Propher Habakkuk allo is yery full to this purpoſe, 
declaring how he would put his whole truſt and confidence in the 
Lord , and joy and rejoyce in himwhen all earthly comforts and 
ſupports were vaniſhed and raken away. Hab. 3.17, 18. Altho' 
(faith he) The Figtree (o:ll nor bleſſoms, neither ſhall' fruit be in the 
Vines ; the labor of the Olive ſhall fail, and the field ſhall yield no 
meat ; the flock, ſhall be cat off froms the fold, and there ſhall be no herd 
in the ſtalls : Yet I willrefoyer in the Lyrd,, I will jay inthe Grd of my 
ſalvation... The totally raking away of all theſe ſhould not make him 
to deſpair,but he would ſtill eruft in the Living God, and expect ſuc- 
cour and comfort fromhim. So great was the faith of the three 
Children that they bid defiance to Nebuchaduezzar the great Baby- 
lonian Monarch, and all that he con!d do and ſlighted all his great 
Threatfof a Fiery Furnace, aſſuring themſelves that the God of 
Heaven ( in whom they truſted ) could deliver them even out of 
thevery jaws of Death and our of the Pit of deſtruſtion, Dan. 2. 
x6--,' O' Nebuchadnettar ( lay they) we are not careful to anſwer 
thee inthis matter. If :t be ſe (thatis, that thou cait us into the 
fiery furnace) OarGed, whom we ſerve, is able to deliver ns from 
the burning fiery furnace , and be will d:lrver us out of thine hand , O 
King : But if not , be it known wnto th:e, O King , that wt will not 
ſerve thy Gods , nor worſhip thy golden Image, woich thou haſt [et up. 
So little did they regard all his cerrible and frightfull Threats. And 
with truſt and confidence in Almighty God did the Apoſtles encoun- 
ter allthe Powers and Oppoſitions and Dangers andNeceflities that 
they met with. By theſe and {och examples we may ſee, that 
this hath been the Reſolution and Practice of all pious and religions 
men to pur their truſt in Almighty Godat alltimes of great Danger 
and Need, and to rcly upon him for this bleſſed Help and Aſſiſtance, 
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And this ſhews that it is our duty to do fo, and is anericouragement 

to us to rely upon him for his never-failing Help and Succour, 
when we have no means of helping our ſelves, but are in a moſt 
helpleſs condition, as now we are like to be in. 

11. We have here the reaſon wherewith this exhortation and 
preceptis backed, and why we ſhould truſt in the Lord for ever 
and that is becauſe ofhis ſure and certain Help and!Affiftance at all 
times : For in the Lord FEHOY AH wu everlaſting ftrenzth , oy 
whe Rock of Apes. 

This 1s an uſual thing in the Word of God toccall Almighty God 
a Rock , becauſe he is a moſt ſure and firm Refuge to all ſich as 
fly to him for ſuccour and help tpon all accounts. Moſes doth often 
call-him'a Rock.” Dewt. 32. 15. But 7eſurun waxedfat , -- then be 
forſook, God whith made him, and lightly eftcemed the Rock of his 
ſalvation. And verſ. 21. For their Rock us not as onr Rock, even 
owr enemies themſelves being judzes ; Hereby meaning , that their 
God and Protector was not like the God that protected and de- 
fended rhe Jews, even in the judgment of their Enemies; And in 
ſeveral other places in the ſacred Scriptures is AlmightyGod called a 
Rock, And by God's being called the Rock of Ages here, we are 
t know, that he will be a moſt ſure and never- failing Protector 
Deliverer and Succourer to all ſuch as have recourſe tro him at any 
rime for his divine Help and Aﬀiſtance; and that there.is n& reaſon 
to doubt and deſpair of it , if we truly ſerve him , and wait vpen 
him for it as we ought. And this I ſhall endeavor farcher to ſhew 
by ſeveral particulars, in ſhewing that there is in him all that is 
requiſite to make him an Univerſal Almighty and Erernal-ProteCtor 
and Helper to all ſuch as truſt and confide in him, And 

Firſt, We have the greater reaſon to truſt in the Lord Fehovah 
the living and true God, becauſe he'is Omniſciene and knows every 
thing. He is not a God that is ſhort-ſighted and in a great mea- 
fure 1gnorant of the Concerns of this Worlſd, or of our particular 
State and Condition here; for this would render him unfir for 
being ſo certain and ſure a Rock ofour truſt and confidence in all 
our exigencies and dangers. Put he cannot be in the leait thoughr 
deficient herein ; becaufe he knows all things whatſbever, withour 
alt exception, that are comprehended within the compaſs of the 
who.e World, God:(faith St, John 1 Jo, 3.2.) « greater than our 
| hearts 
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hearts, and kneweth all thinge. So univerſalis his knowledg that 
nothing is excluded from it. 

His knowledg is general and is extended to all places in the 
whole World, As all the parts of the whole Univerſe are the work of 
his hands; fo all ly naked and-open tg his view. | He thac fills 
Heaven and Earth, iseyvery where; and has all the Wor!d plain 
and clear before his piercing eyes. . And this is often affirmed in 
the ſacred Scriptures. Pfal. 139. 8 -, faith the Pſalmiſt; If / af- 
cend up info Heaven, thow art thexe; If I make my b:d in hell, behold 
thow art there; If 1 take the wings of the morning, and aw.ll in the 
uttermoſt ferts of the ſea, even there ſhall. thy band lead me, and thy 
right hana ſhall hold me. And faith the Prophet Hanani, 2 Chr.16.9; 
For the eyes of the Lord run to. and fro thorawont the-whole earth, to 
ſhew himſelf ſtrong in the behalf of them whoſe heart is perfe# towards 
him, His eyes are employed every .where, and-no place eſcapes 
them; and with this deſign-too, to ſee what isfncedful and wan- 
ting to all ſuch as have a perfe@ heart rowards him, that he may 
ſuccour and help them. And. faith Sofonjon; Prov. 15.3; The eyes 
of the Loxd are. in very plact, beholding. the evil and the good. All 
places, tho' never fo fardiſtant and'remote from one another, ly 
plain and open before his all-feeing eyes and are never abſent from 
them. His eyes and knowledge penetrate thro? all dark and hid- 
den places, where ſecret works areoften a hammering our, which 
are concealed: fromthe eyes of the World ; but are there as viſt- 
ble to: him as'if they were doing.inthe open light. Pfal. £39. 1 t--. 
If T ſay, ſurcly the darkneſs ſhall cawer me ((aith the Pſalmift) even 
the might ſhall be light about me. Tea the darkneſs bid:th not from 
thee, but the night ſhineth as the diyz the darkneſs and the light are 
both alike to 1hee, Darkneſs it felf will not ſecure any from his 
ſight and knowledg, He by his unconceivable Deity and God- 
head fills all places, and is every where preſent, and there is no 
place where any one can hide himſelf from his knowledg, as he 
himſelf affirms by the Prophet, Jer. 23. 24: Can any hide himſelf 
in ſecret places, that I ſhall not ſee him, ſaith the Loyd? Do net 1 fill 
heaven and earth, ſaith the Lord? There is no place that can be 
excluded from his cye and knowledg, becauſe there is:no place 
whatſoever but he is there, 
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. Andas God's knowledg is-extended' to all places, fo is. it a!fy 
exrended to all Creatures, and to all their works andattions, and 
eſpecially to all the works of mankind. There is nor one of all 
his Creatures, whereof there are numberleſs Hoſts and Armies, 
thar is ever without the fight ofhis eyes ; nor'is there one aCtion, 
thatis done by any of them all, that eſcapes his cognizance, but 
he takes knowledg of it. If. 40. 25--. To whom then will je liken 
me, cr ſhall I be equal, ſaith the holy One? Lift up your «yes on high, 
and behold,” who hath created theſe things, that bringeth out their boſ 
by nxmber, he 'call:th them all by names, by the greatneſs of bis might, 
fer that he is ftrong in power, not one failets. This perfe&t know- 
edg hath he of allthe Armies of his Creatures. Andheis privy to 
all the ations that are done by them all, and to ali the ſecret tranf 
a&ions and contrivances that are. done, er a doing: any where 
through-out the whole carth ; and to all the ſecrer counſels and 


- retired thoughts and imaginations of mens hearts. His eyes are 


wpon the ways of man, and heſecth ail bis goings; as Elihuſaith,Job. 
34. 21, Ard Aaith the Pſalmiſt, Pſal. 94. 10; He that teacheth man 
knowledge, ſhall not be know ? Hereby ſhewing rhat- it is impoſſible 
that he ſhould be ignorant. And ſaith Solomen, Prov. $.21 ; For 
the ways of man. are before the eyes of the L:rd, and he ponderath all 
his goings. And what the ſon of Sirach faith to this purpoſe is 
very remarkable. Ecchus. 23. 18-- ; A man that breaketh wedlock, 
ſ<ying thus ins his heart, who ſceth me? I am compaſſid about with 
darkneſs, the walls cover me, and no body ſeeth me, what need*] to 
fear ? The moſt High will not remember my fins. Such a man only 
feareth the ey:s of man, and knoweth not that the tyes of the: Lord are 
zen thouſand. times brighter than the Sun, beholding all th: ways 
of men, and conſidering the moſt ſecret parts, So quick-ſighted is 
he tor behold and obſerve whatſoever 18 done every where in the 
moſt ſecret and retired corners, and all the hidden praftices and 
machinations of men. And all men's-hearts and-private thoughts 
are all plain and open to his All-ſeeing. eyes. It is his preroga- 
tive to be the ſearcher of all men's hearts, and to know all thar 
is therein. Deurt. 31.21. ſaith God concerning the Iſraclites ; For 
] know their imagination, which th:'y yo about even now, before I have 
braught th:m into the land which 1 ſware, 


All 
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All things, whether paſt, preient, or to come, are perfectly 
krzown to Almighty God. Heisan everliving and eternal God 3 
and with his eternity does his knowledg bear proportion. He 
who was, and is, and is to come, knows all things that may be 

mprehended in theſe terms, There is no ſuch thing as forget- 
fulneſs with htm ; and the things that are paſt cannot be razed and 
expunged out of his memory ; but all things that bave been done 
from the very” Creation of the World are as freſh and preſeut 
with him, as they were in the very day and moment when they 
were done. For a thonſand years in thy ſight are but as yeſterday, 
when it us paſt; and 45 a watch in the night ; (aith the Plalmiſt,Pſal. 
90.4. And ſaith Sr. Peter, 2 Per. 3.8; But, beloved, be not ignorant 
of th% one thing,that one dy with the Lord is ar a thouſand years,and 4 
thouſand yrars as one 4ay. And ſaith St. James, Aﬀts 15. 18 ; Knows 
wnto God are all his works from the beginning of the world, Allthat 
has been done from the very Creation of the Warld remains clear 
and undefaced before him : And all that is to come is clearly ſeen 
and known by him. - Things future are unknown to us, and we 
cannot tell what ſhall come to paſs hereafter, except it be ſome 
way” revealed'to us. But it is not ſo with God, for he hath all 
things, that are future and to come, plain before his eyes. This 
w his pecuhar rangi to have a perfet knowledge of what is 
to come, as the Prophet fheweth; If. 41. 23. Shew the things than 
are to come hereafter, that, we may know that ye are Geds. It is 
God, and God alone, that knowech all things future; and all 
that ſhall be done hereafter even to the end of the Worldis per* 
fectly ſeen and” known by him. And the things too that men 
would do, bur ſhall be prevented and ſtopt from the doing of 
them, are all within the reach of his ſight. He knows what they 
would do, if he did not reſtrain them by his grace and power, 
or prevent- them by death. He knows all. things that can be 
known, and his knowledge is perfett and complete incvery re- 
ſpect.” - And this, as it ought to make us the more careful what 
we do, becauſe it is done before rhe All-ſeeing eyes of God; fo 
alſo will it bea very great ground of our truſt and confidence in 
him. For in truſting in the Lord fehovah, we do not truſt in 
any blind Deity, norin any ſenſleſs 741, that hath eyes, but ſeech 
notz ner in a Creature that is ignorant of our condition and of 
tC 
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the concerns of this World: But in truſtiog.in the Lord Fehovah 
theliving and true God, we truſt in, & God tnat is Omnuſcient and 
knows every thing 3 That | perfecHy underſtands a1 the: alfairs 
of this World, -and' is thorowly acquainted with, our State,and 
Condition here ; That ſees and knows, all our nceds an1 wants, 
and the ſorrows and miferies that we by and labour under, and all 
the hazards and dauvgers that we'at any. time are in ; And thag 
hears our addreſſes and prayers which we. at all times make unrq 
him. And therefore upon this account we have the greater reaſon 
to place our truſt and confidence in him, and. to account himeche 
Rock of our Salvation: eh on 
Serondly, He is a Gcod-of infinite Wiſdom, and prudent 1g all 
his ations and Enterprizes, and therefore we have the greajer 
reafon'to truft and confidg in him.. All his ations and domgs.are 
weighed in the ballance, and grounded upon the bigheft reaſon 
of all, and are managed with wiſdom and counſel. He 1s. not like 
the fooliſh Builder that laid his foundation upon the Sand, and t@ 
have his work overturned with every blaſt of an adyerſe Fortune g 
nor ſo unwiſe and imprudent as to be guilty of any ſuch error, and 
ro have any of 'his intentions fruſtrated and blaiied.; He actempts 
nothing bur what he will bring perfeCtly to paſs, and: his counſel 
ſhall ftand'; and there is.no/over-reachipg, and out-witting of him, 
burhe at his pleaſure can over-reach allothers ;, and therefore we 
have the greater cauſe to truſt in him, and.rely upon him, as- the 
Rock of our confidence at all times, Eph. 3. 10 5. Fo.tbe. intent 
C faith the Apoſtle) th4t now unto the Principalities and Powtrs in 
heavenly plates mi;ht be known by the Church ,, the. manefold Wiſdons of 
God. ' And this all the works of God declare, aiz, thathe.is a God 
of infinite Wiſdom and underſtancing,, ſafaras we areable to judg, 
of rhem. The ſtuperndious Frame of this viſtble World, With all 
the admirable works therei;:, will abundantly mavitelt to us-the 
wonderful Wiſdom of him that Created and Farmed itz and let-us 
underſtand a little, how woconceivalle it - is, Tf we behold: 
the Heavens with ali the Glorious Bodies + thereaf,;. the Sun 
Moon and Stars, with that exact or:ler and the ſteady courſes and 
motions that they keep ; with admiration andwonder may we fay' 
with the Pfalmiſt, Pf. 19. 1--z Th: Heavens deolire the Glory of 
God, and the Firmans nt ſreeweth his hand-work, : D zz mus day wteretb 
Specch, 
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Speech , and night nntonig ht ſpeweth kuowledg. And the Earth with 
ah the numberle(s Hoſts'and Armies thereof doth ſhew the ſame. 
The curious Frame , and Order and: Government of all rhe Armics 
and Hoſts of Creatures that are-vpbn the face of. the Karth, da.ma- 
nifeſtly ſhew to us , that he that formed chem , and dilciplines.and 
ordersthem muſt be infinite, as well in Wiſdom, as.in Knowledg 
and Power. And faich- the Plalmiſt,, Pf, 04. 24-4 © Lord, 
how , manifold are. thy works | #n Wiſdom haſt than made them all --, 
And faith Solomon Pr. 3. 49. ;..7he bord by Wiſdom 4t4 found:d 
the Earth , by underſtanding bath be eſtabliſhed the! Heawens 1. By tus 
hnowled th Depths are broken up; and the Clouds. drop down the 
dew. The,accurate works of God do abundantly manifeſt.ro us his 
excceding great and infinite Wiſdom. He is infinitely Wiſe. of him- 
If, arid ocederh 80 Counſeflor.to inſtrutt and direct him, as che 
Trophet ſhoweth, Jf. 40. 13 -- z Who (faith he ). hath dereedthe 
Spirit of the Lord, or being his Counſellar hath tamght hins 2 With 


whom taok be Crunſel ? and who inſtrufted him, a ht hin in - 


the path of jyd ;ment?_ and taught bins kuowled;z, and ſpewed to him the 
wn and pding2 He.is all-ſufficieut.in this reſpect; and he alone 
is Wiſg,,and giveth ta all athers Wiſdom and underſtanding .as he 
ſees goed. ob 35. 10 --,, ſaith Elzbs there ; But none ſaith, Where 


is God my maker Tix giveth So 8m the night ? Who teacheth us more 
F; 


thay the ar 1oEartb,audmaketh ws wiſer thaw the Fowl of Heaven. 
And, {ah the Prea er, Ecc,.2.26; For God giveth toa, manthat is 

pait bk P abt ; Wiſdom and knowl:dg andjgy. . Heis the original.and 
ountain of all. Wildom, and there. is no Wiſdom nor Cuunſehcan 
prevail againſt him. There is no circumyenting and over-reaching 
and out-witting of him : There is no.craft nor policy that willſgnify 
any thing againſt him. , The fooliſhneſs of Gad « wiſer than noew, Taith 
the Apoſtle; 1 Cor. 1.,25., And fairh Fob 9.4 z He is wiſe is hrars, and 
mighty iu ſtrength ,, who b1th hard ned himfelf agamſt him , and hath 
Arferea 2 And ſaith Soleman, Pr. 21. 30. There is no wiſdom nor 
underſtanding ,, nor Counſel againſt the Lord.. All the wiſdom-and 
Counſel that is ſet againſt God, is like to be blaſted an&to.come 
to nought ; and they that travel. with Plots and Deſigns againſt 
him will be ſure to bring forth their own wo and miſery in the end. 
For he deſtroyeth the wiſdom of the wiſe, and overthroweth their 
Counſek at his pleaſure.He confounds all theWir andCunning of the 
crafty 
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crafty, and turns it into ſtark folly and ſottiſhneſs as he ſees good. 
He leadeth Connſellors away ſpoiled (faith Fob. 12. 17 -- ) and maketh 
judge? fools. And ver. 20, He removeth away the Speech of the truſty, 
and taketh «wi the under ffanding of the aged. And ver. 24,25. He 
taketh away the beart of the chief of the People of the Earth, andcamn{eth 
thems to wand:r in a Wilderneſs , where there uno way : They grope in 
the dark without lyht , and be maketh them to ſtagger like 4 drunken 
man. Thus doth he darken and confound theirreaton and underſtan- - 
ding , and makes them. to become like fools and mad men at 'his 
own pleaſure; And fairh God by the Prophet, /f. 44: 25. Thed 
fraſtratcth the tokens of the lyars , anil maketh Diviners mad ; that 
rarer wiſe men backward, and'maketh their knowledy fooliſh, And 
ſaith the Apoſtle, 'x Cor. 1. 19. ; For it « written, T\ will deſtroy 
the wiſdons of the wiſe, and will bring to nothing the underſtanding 
of the prudent, And again faith he, 1 Cor,'3. 19. For the wiſdons 
of this "World "is fooliſhneſs with Ged : for it @ written, he taketh the 
wiſe in their own craftineſs. Thus are they taken with their 'own 
Wirand Cunning, andtheir craft and policy is all retorred and tur- 
ned back upon themſelves, and they do only plot and conſult for 
their own downfall and ruin- that fer themſelves againft him. 
And now, ſeeing God is ſo unconceivably and infinitely Wiſe inall 
thatherakes in hand, and is guilty of no'errors nor over-fights in 
whathedoth, but aCteth always like himſelf, likean All- wiſe God, 
andis ſure to bring his purpoſes and defigns to perfeCtion, ſeeing he 
cannot be' over-reached and ont-witted by etther menor Devils, 
and that there is nocounſel will and good againſt himz. ſeeing all 
the wiſdom of othcrs is but folly with him, and he raketh the wiſe in 
theirown crafrineſs , and confoundeththe counſels and policy. of 
the Subtle, and returneth them vpon themſelves at his own plea- 
ſure; This will be a farther grqund of our truſt and confidence 
tharwe are to repoſe and put in him. In truſting in him, we truft 
not in'a fooliſh and vnadviſed Perſon,that undertakes ſuch a Charge 
that he does not well underſtand, and is not wiſe enough to manage 
and protect : Bur in truſting in the Lord Zehowah, we truſtin a God 
that is infinirely wiſe in all reſpets, and knows how to manage 
all the Charges and Cares of an'univerſal Patron and Proreftor; and 
is ſuch a God for wiſdom, ro whom we may well commit the care 
of our Souls and Lives and all that is pretious and dear to. us, 
Third'y, 


(23) | 

' Thirdly, He is a God that is Omnipotent and Almighty and can 
do every thing, and therefore we have the greater-reaſon totruſt 
and confide in him. .He is no weak and and impotenc creature, but 
a God that.is armed with all the, Might and Pawer that can be, and 
therefore we may well account, him the Rock of our Salvation. 1 
am the Almizbty God ( ſaith he to dbraham, Gen, 17. 1.) walk, 
befare me, and be thou perfeff, And in theſe two reſpets clpe- 
cially may God be ſaid tobe Almighty. 

I, Becauſe all Rule and all Dominion and Power of Governing 
all things doth in a moſt abſolute manner belong to him, He-is the 
ro and only Monarch of all the World, and all che Armics and 

oſts of Heaven and Earch areunder his Authority and Power, and 
at his abſolure command. He .is the Supreme Lord of all, and all 
the Angels afove , and the Powers of Darkneſs, and all Garrkly 
Kings and Princes are but his Miniſters and Servants, and muſt all 
obſerve his Orders and obey lis word and command. For the Lord 
your God (faith Moſes Demt. 10. 17.) is God of Gods, and Lord of 
Lords , a great God, 4 mighty and 4 terrible , which regard:th not 
priſons , nor pr. ji reward. And ſaith St. Paal, 1 Tim. 6. 15 ; Who 
is the bleſſed and only; Potentate, the King of Kings, aud Lerdof Lords, 
He is the”Supreme King over all the Kings and Empercrs of the 
Earth ; and as he ſees fit he exerciſeth his Authority and Power ia 
all the Kingdoms of the Earth, and placeth and diſplaceth-all 
Kings and Princes as he ſees good. T his the Prophet Daniel ſhewerth, 
Dan, 4. t7. Tothe intent (ſaith he ) that the living may know, that 
the moſt High vuleth in the Kingdom of men, and goveth it to whante 
ſerver he will, and (erteth wp over it the baſeſt of men. Ard ver. 25, 
faith he to Nebachadneztar; They ſhall drive thee from men; \and 
thy Dwelling ſpall be with the Beafts of the Field till thow nam that 
the moſt High raleth in the Kingdom of men , and giveth it 10, whans- 
Joever be will. And faith he, Bas. 2.20 -= Blefud be the Name 
of God for ever and ever ; for wiſdom and might are his : Aud ;be 
changeth the times and the Seaſons ; be removeth Kings, and. bs 
ſetteth up Kings. And ſo faith the Plalmiſt , Pf. 75. 6 -- z For pre- 
motion. cometh neither Fon the Eaſt, nor fromthe Weſt, nor from the . 

Scuth ; Bat G d is the Judge : he putteth down one, and ſotteth "” 

anothey, 'He diſpoferh of the Kingdoms of the World , andordaret 
. whom heplcaſeth torule therein z and there is no man can have any 
D power 
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Power therein, except it be given, or ſome ways grantedand al- 
lowed him from above, as arr # + em Lord told Pilate, Joh. 19. 
IT wered, Thow conld:ſt have no power at all againſt me, 
ol pas given thee from above. No Man can oe pm. Ay- 
thority, except it be ſome way allowed him by Almighty. God, 
who is the Supreme King and Diſpoſer of all Power and Autho- 
rity. And he is an everlaſting King, .and his Dominion is wirh- 
out end, and endureth to all Ecernity, Fey. xo. 10; faith the Pro- 
phet there; But the Lord is the true God, he us the living God, 
and an everlaſting. King, at'his wrath thtexarth ſhall tremble, and 
the Nations Tall uot be able to abide bus indination. And faith the 
Plalmift, Pſal. 145. 23; Kingenay is an everlaſtin Kingdom, 
and thy Dominion endureth throughout all generations. , There is no 
end of his Kingdom, and his ſupreme Power endureth for ever. 

2, God is Almighty in regard of his infinite Power, whereby 
he is able to effect and bring all things to paſs. He is Almighty 
in Operation, and there is nothing too hard for him, which he 
cannot do; and therefore he may be ſaid to be Omnipotent, He 
hath | all power of doing whatſoever he pleaſeth; and all the 
Power and Strength that is in all Creatures is derived from him, 
and hath continual dependance upon him, and in this reſpect he 
may well be ſaid ro be Almighty. It is in him that we all ye, aud 
wovue, and have our being, as the Apoſtle affirmeth, A#s 17, 28: 
And there is no reſiſting and withſtanding of his Power, and no- 
thing can binder him from doing any thing that he pleaſeth to 
do; For rhe Lord of Hoſts bath" purpoſed (faith the Prophet Iſaiah 
4. 27+) 4nd who ſpall diſenul it? - and bis hand is ſtretched ont, 
and 


wed who ſhalt turn it back? Andfſaith God by him, 1/. 43.13; Be- 
foro the day was, 1 am he, and theye 1s none_that can kbor out of 
wire hand; 4 will work, and who ſhall let it? There is no reſiſting 
end" withſtanding of him, but all muſt truckle and give way to 
his 'Omnipotene Power. And faith God, to Abraham, Gen, 18. 14; 
ity any thing too hard for the Lord? hereby declaring that all things 
are: poſſible and feaſible to him, And this doth ob acknowledg, 
Job42 2 ;' know thar thoy canft de every thing, andthat no rhonght 
car be withboldin from thee. Ard ſaith the Prophet 7eremiah 32. 
1 ; 4h Lord God, bebold thou haſt made the Heaven and the Earth 
bythy gre Power, and ſtretched out Arm, and there is norhing - 
har 
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hard for thee. And the Angel declared this to thebleffed Virgine 
Lac. 1.27; For with God nothing ſhall be unpoſſible, ſaith he. And 
this our Lord ſheweth, Matth. 19. 26; But feſws bebeld them, and 
ſaid unto thew, with mew this is wnpoſſible, but with Grd all things 
ave poſſible He can turn and change every thing at his own will 
and pleaſure, He can create and form things that are not, our 
of nothing; and annihilate thoſe that be, and let them-return to 
nothing again. - All things that thwart not his juſtice goodneſs 
and truth he can do. And his power is an eternal power, and 
will never fail nordecay. He is an everliving God, and his Arm 
and Power will never be ſhortened nor diminiſhed. KRow. 1. 20, 
faith St. Paul; For the inviſible things of birh from the creation of 
the world are clearly (cen, being ftood by the things that are 
made, even hu eternal Power ant Godhead. | 

Bur we fhall the better underſtand this —_ Power of God, 
if we conſider and call to mind the wonderful works that he hath 
done. The ſtupendious Afts that he hath already donewill ler us 
underſtand that his Power 1s infinite, and roo great to be com- 
prehended by our ſhallow capacities. His works of Creationare 
moſt admirable and aftoniſhing. That he ſhould create and form 
the Heaven and the Earth (which is ſo often celebrated of him, 
to his Honour and Glory by ſuch as have had a true veneration 
for him). afid make-all this viſible World of things that did nat 
appear and had no being: That he ſhould cauſe the Light £9. 
ſhine but of darkneſs, and divide the day and night: aſungder-: 
Thar he fhoald difpoſe the World into this beautiful order, and 
hang the Earth upon nothing but airy Pillars: That he ſhould 
form and make' ſuch an innumerable number of glorious Lights 
above, and fuch a vaſt multicude of creatures: here upen.Earthz 
Theſe are wonderful things which we may well admire, and had 
hardly known, had not God by his Spirit declared them to us. 
The Earth, though 'it be ſo vaſt a body,” and {o many- thouſand 
miles abour, yet is managed and ordered by God's Almighty 
Power. The Sun, though abigger body than the Earthy, and 
all other che celeftial bodies, though innumerable, are allguided 


and ordered by his Omnipotem Power. Theſe are ſo wonderful 


that God might well demand, as he doth of Fob, chap. 48. 333; 
. wr 
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thiercof in the earth? He it is that hath commanded the motning: 
of old, and cauſed the day ſpring to know bis place. By his order 
and condudt the Sun ariſcrh and goeth down, and haſteth to the (place 
ef bis riſeng again.” He ſpreadeth owt the heaven like 4 curtain, . 
and"'maketh the cloud a garment for the waters. Ont of whoſe womb, 
butt his,” came the ice? and the hoary. froſt of heaven, who, bur- he, 
bath gendired it? ver. 29. He cauſeth the Clouds to ridein the 
Air, and at-his command they water the face of the Earth, - The 
ſow cometh out of his treaſure, and he hath made a way: for 
the lightning and thunder, ' The Earth is ſupported and upheld 
by'his Almighty Power, and he bringeth forth all trees and herbs- 
tor the ſervice of Manand Beaſt. - 
and as God's Almighty Power is declared in the works of Cre=-- 
ation and Nature (which we the lefs admire, becauſe they are 
common to us) fo is it alſo ſhewed in his ſupernatural works, 
and the miracles that he hath done.” He can ſuſpend and ſtop the 
conrſe of Natnre, and change and alter it as he pleaſeth; andof- 
ren hath he done ſo. When God hath ſome remarkable thing to 
do,” the Sun-and Moon muſt wait the doing of it, and ſtay till 
itbe' done : And fo we fee that God ſtopr them in 7oſhna's days, 
Joſh.” ro. 12- ; Sww ſtand thos ſtill upon Gibeon, and thow Moon in 
the wall:y of Ajalon. And the Sun ſtood ſtill, and the Moon ftaycd: 
waril the people bad avenged themſelves upon their enemies--, So the 
Sun food fe in the midſt of heaven, and hbaſted not to, po down «- 
bout” a whole day. | And: the Sun did nor only ſtand ftwll, .but re- 
turn back roo- when God commanded-it, as we ſte that it did 
for a fign to Ring 'Hezrkiahy 11. 38.8: So the ſwn retwrned ten de- 
grees, by which degrees -it has gone down. © Nay; farther, when God 
the Son did ſuffer, ro ſhew the'blackneſs of 'that Crime in putting 
of him to death. the Tight thereof was wholly taken away. Lu. 
23: 44 -. And it was aboxt th- fixth hour (ſaith St. Luke) and 
there was darkneſs over all the Earth until the ninth howr ; and the 
ſan wasdarkened--. "The wonders that- God wrought in Egypt 
the turning of their' waters into blood, the hail mingled withfire, 
andcthe darkneſs. thit might be felr, 'are ſo many proofs of his 
Power and” Might. - When his People wanted a light, he 
guided them by a pillar of fire; And when they wanted a way, 
he divided the Rea-ſca and made the waters to ſtand onan heap, 
and 
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and made them 'a- way that they. might paſs through; Ev. 13' 
and 14. chap. ; By. his great Power. he clave.the. hard Rock, and ' 
cauſed waters yo. come. forth to quench the thirſt, of kis People; 
and rained: down: Manna from. Heaven. for-their food in the Wil- 
derneſs. He can reſtrain the rage and violenceof, fizez and keep 
ic, from:doing any harm. ; and. he preſerved- the :three. Children 
from being ſo much as ſcorched-in- che midſt of a fiery. furnace,. 
Dan. 3. He isa God, which removeth the monntains, and they know 
not; which overturneth thens in. bis anger : which ſhaketh the.carth 
out of ber place, and the pillars Als. tremble ; Job. g. 5,6. He 
it is that killeth, and makerh alive ; he bringeth down to the ' 
grave, and raiſeth up again, and there is none that can deliver 
out of his hand, .as he. ſaith, Deut. 32. 39. See now that I, even 
ams:he, and there 1s no God with me; 1 kill, and { make alrve ; I wound, 
aud 1 heal ; neither is there. any that can dehrver out of mine hand. - 
And faith he by the Prophet Iſaiah, 43.13 : Tea before the day was 

I am he, and there 1s none can deliver out of my hand. - And this 

Balaam the great Sooth-ſayer was fenfible of when he ſaidto-Balak. 
King. of oab that ſent for him to curſe Iſrael; Num 23.8 ; How.- 
ſtall-1 curſe, whom God hath. nat curſed? Or how ſtall 1 d:fie, whom 

the Lord hath not-deficd? He ſhews that it was, not in his power 

to. curſe, or hurt, till-God had given-way for him to do ſo, Thoſe 

whom. he blefſeth; muſt be.bleflied ;. and thoſe, whom he curſeth,.. 
muſt. be curſed, . and all the power of Men and Devils. canner. 
hinder what he will have. done, . And - Satan. himſelf the grand. 

Engineer, of darkneſs could not. touch - Fob,: nor his Subſtance till ' 
God-gave him. leave, for the exerciſe and tryal of his patience. 
Job 1--, There 1s no pnenvny and ſaving, of thoſe, -whom he 

will deſtroy ; and there is,no ki ing, nor. wounding and hurting, - 
of thoſe that he is minded to protect. and ſave, There is no want. 
of any. power in him, but hetis armed with all the Power and, 
Might that. can be in all reſpects... And ſeeing God hath this uni- 

verſal Power over all Creatures, both Men.and Angels .aad all : 
other Creatures ;-. and is able rodoſuch mighty works, and what- 

ſaever. he pleaſeth, and rhere is no reſiſting of his Power; And ' 
ſeeing this Omnipotent Power of his is Eternal and. will. never 

decay nor be diminiſhed, we may well then truſt in him art alt - 


times... In truſting in the Lord Jehovah we ite, that we do nop 
Vannry ” 


— CCC EE IS 
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 vainly place our confidence jn ar impotent and helpleſs Deity, 


that thas no power ar all to-help znd ſuccour us: Bur in truſting 
m him, we truft in'the Rock of Ages, in a God that is armed 
with aft Power and Might, ant! to whom nothing is impoſſible; 


and in one*that is-able to help and ſuccour us in-all our needs 


and'wants, and to fave and defend us in all our ftraits and dan- 
gers whatſoever, and to preferve andbring us to the enjoyment 
of his Erernal Kingdom in the World to come; And therefore we 
may well cruft andrely him ar all rimes, | 
_ Fearthly,”The Lord J hb is a God of fove and goodneſs, 
and tender and ſſionare of us; and therefore we have the 
reater Cauſe to and confide in him at all times. His great 
ove and goodneſs will be a farther afſurance to us that he will 
be a Rock of Salvation to us in all our ftraits and dangers. He 
1s a God of Love, and taketh pleaſare and delight in all the works 


.of goodneſs and mercy, and is kind and benign to all his Crea- 


ttires, and defireth the good and Pronaey of them all,  eſpeci- 


= of all Mankind. This Sr. -Jobn affirmeth, that God is love. 
T Jo 


. 4. 8; He that loweth not, knoweth not God (faith he) forGod 
« Hoyer. And fo again ver. 16. And this ſhews how full of love 
and goodneſs he is,” as if this were all in all. And his fove-and 
goodneſs is diffuſed abroad like the light of the Sun, and com- 


-municared to all his Creatures. Pfal. x45. 9, The Lord is good to 


all (faith the Pſalmift) and bis tender merties are over all 'his 

And to: this purpoſe, Wiſd, 11. 24; For thou loveſt all the things 
'that art, and abhorreſt' nothing which thou haſt made ; 'for never 
wonldeff thou have mai ary thing, if thou hadft hated it. His love 
is univerſal and extended to all his works; and there is none. of 


his numerous Off-ſpring and Creatures but fhafl ſhare'therein, 
rill' they exclude thernſtlves fromir by their wilful tranſgreffions 


and provocations, and fin againſt him with ahigh hand. And for 
all his Creatures doth he provide and rake care, and feeds them 
all. This the Pſalmift ſhewerh, ?ſ. 104. 27-- ; Theſe wait all wpon 
thee, that thou mayeſt give ther their meat in dye ſeaſon: That thou 
giveſt them, they gather : thow openeſt thy hand, they are filled with 
good. And Pal. 145. 15--= 3 The eyes of all wait apon thee, 
(faith he) and thoy giveft them their meat in" due _(ſcaſon. Thos 
openeſt thine hand, aud ſatisfyefF the drfire of every living thing. 

| All 


Alt his Creatures do experience his great goodneſs 3nd more 


(29) 


eſpecially doth Man do ſo. Our high Creation, and the: rich 
preparations that he: hath here made for us, do {hew how full 
of love and goodneſs he is towards us. And upen- this account 
doth” the* Royal Pfalmift ery: out with admiration, Pſal; $« 4--3 


What it -man; that thow art wi 
thou viſiteſt him ? For thou haſt made him alittle lower than the 
and haft.crowned him with glory and hanor. Thoy. madeſs bins 
dominion over the works of thy bands; thow haſt pas all things under 


of him? and th: ſonof man; that 


how 


his feet. And he proclaimed himſelf a gracious agd merciful God 
to Aeoſes; Exod: 34. 6; And the Lord paſſed by before bim,andpro- 
elaimed, The Lord, the Lord Gad mure:ful and gracions, long:ſoffer 
ring, and abundant in goodneſs and truth. And this the Plalmiſt 
doth often declare. Pal. 86. 15. But thin, O Lord, art 4a God fall 
of ' compaſſion. and gragions, long-ſnſfering, and plentoous in mercy aud * 
Track, And Plal."r03. 8. Thii Lord is miraifnl and gracionsy; ſlow. to 


anres,” ayd plentcous in'werey 
ther places. 


this was the Prophet 


And to this. purpoſe in-ſeveral-q- 


And ſaith God by the Prophet Jeremiah 9. 24-- ; 
'T am tht Lord, which exerciſe loving kindneſs judgment and righte» 
:#rfneſs in the earth, for in theſe rhings-deliq be, ſanth the Lord. Theſe 
.are cheithings wherein! he: delighteth and-taketh pleaſure.» And 


Foual's reply: te God, when he ſpared Ni- 


wiveb, Jonah 4. 2 3 For'/ kyiew: that then. art” 4'gracions God. ang 


evil. And faith St. Faxl;: 


ey , nd of great kindneſs, ayd repenteft thes of the 
os, ——__. Hh. foe gr nn oh, re 


for bis great love, wherewith he loved us; even when we were Dead,. in 
Sns-=,' By theſe and many more places-gre we caught; how:full of 


Tove, and all manner of 


goodneſs our God and great Creator ig. . 


He is no cruel and mercileſs Being , that knows not what belongs: 
to love and goodnets; but a God of infinite lave and kindgeſs, and 
atts of mercy and beneficence $0-all 


is greatly delighted in doi 


mankind : For he dochhot laly ſhew himelfkind-2o-the good, bur - 


alſo to rhe evil, as our Lord hath told-ys3z Aﬀate. 5. 45- 


And we may ſee that he is a God of- great pity and mercy, , 
and tender of his People in all their ſorrows-and miſcries He 
rakes no delight to ſee them miſerable, and to labor--and, 


under a 


ny Afﬀition and Calamity 


groan 
, bur is rroubled- for them, and 


is then. forward rohelp then; and.thercfore we-have the greater 


cauſe. 


NN 


( 30) 
"Earife to rely upon him. Like as a father pitieth his children {faith 
the Pſa!miſt, 103. 13--.)/o the Lord pici:th them than fear him. For 
b# knoweth our frame, heremembereth that we are «uſt, He conſi= 
. dererth our weaKand frail nature, and what need we have of ſuc- 
, cour and-rehief; and doth pity ns asa Father doth his*tender and 

helpleſs child: His bowels will always yearn towards his Servants, 
whentoever they are-in any afflifted and ſuffering condition;; and 
he will then pity and-help them. Pſal. 12.5. For the oppreſſion of 
the poor," for the fighing of the needy, now will 1 ariſe (ſaith the Lord) 


_ I will ſet him its ſafety from him-that paſfeth at bim. And ſaith he 


to Moſes,*Ex. 3. 7--; [bavz ſurely ſeen. the affiiftion of my people 
which are in Egypt, and [ have heard their cry, by reaſon of their 
"taſk-maſters, for I know their ſorrows ; and 1 am come down to deliver 
;thems' out of the hand of the Egyptiant--, Thus did God pity them, 
and was moved with their” ſorrow and »miſery, and-.redeemed 
"hem witha mighty hand and out» ftretched arm. And faith the 
Prophet Zechariah '2. 8; Foy he that towcheth you, tougheth the 
appt of bis eye. So tender 1s he of his People, And though the 
Children of /frael did often rebel againſt him, yer ſo prene is he 


to mercy and pity; that hewas ready to help and ſuccour-them, 


whenſoever they returned. and cryed to him for mercy and help. 
Fhis we may ſee, ſudges 't0; x5--; And the children of Iſraclſaid 
wito the 'Lord, we have'finned, do thou 'unto ns whatſoever ſeemeth 
good wnto thee ; del-ver ms only, wr pray thee, this dey. And they 
pat away the firange Gods from among them, and ſerved the Lord ; 
aud bisſoul was grieved for the miſery of Iſrael. And ſaith the Pſal- 
miſt, Pſal. x06. 44--; Nevertheleſs be regarded they affiiftion, when 
:he heard their cry. And he yemembered for them bis covenant, and 


A "9k according to the multitude of his mrcies. He made them 


0 to'be piticll of all thoſe that carried them captives. He cannot 
Aſhew himſelf hard-hearted towards his People, when they re- 
pent and cry to him for ſuccour and help. He that 1s the Fa- 
ther of mercies, will not then ſtop his cars at their cry, but will 
then hear and help them, and ſhew them mercy and kindneſs. 
By theſe and ſuch places we ſee that he is full of pity and com- 
paſſion,” and takes no. delight to ſee his People miſerable, but 
docs greatly-commiſerate them in their diſtreſs and ſorrow, and 
is forivard tothelp them; and this will give us greater encourage- 

- ment 
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_.,Fifthly, For our greater aſſurance, we may ſec that he is. nac 
M4 God of lot #4 goodnes,, but "that he doth, undertake our 
protection, a ed 


ed by. promiſe to ſuccar,and- help us in 

:obey_ him. as we otght NL. TRE ore we have the greateſ}-rea- 
ſon of all to cruſt and confide.in him at all rizpes. | He is.a God 
of truth, and faithful in a his promiſes ; and he hath promiſed 


his protetion and help, if we faithfully ſerve hun .as. we ſhou!d. 


make good whar he had promiſed. Num. 23. 19. Ged (faich he) 
is not 4 man, that be ſhould ty ; "neither the ſon of man, that he ſhould 
vepent:: hath hz [aif, and [hall be not do it? or bath he [poken, and 
Fete ot mh 


" him, and keep his ſacred Commandments. This Moſes the 
Children of 1/r4: [EE obs were eee Fi and js pn 
"their enemies, DEut. 3 1.6, Be ſFrong and of 4 good courage (faith he 
. fear” not, nor be afyald ef them; for. ry oy Ged be e & or 
"Aaorth go with thee he will not fail thee, nor forſaks thee, And ſaith 
" the Fpbltle, Heb. 13.5; For he hath ſaid, 1 will never leave thee, 
nor farſake thee.” Andrthis is God's command thae we. ſhould call 
upon him'in_rhe time of Trouble, and he. doth promiſe that be 
- will then deliver us, Plal. co. 15. AndCall apou me in the day of 
" troubl: ; TI will deliver thee, and they ſhalt clorify- me. And 
Grd doth give his People preat affiirance of his Help and Pro- 
rection 1n all rimes.of need and danger by the Prophet Iſaiah. IC. 
43. 2:- ſaith he 5 When thou P-I[c[# thorow the waters, I will be with 
the; ard thow the rivers, thy'ſball nat overflow thee i; when thou 
walkeſt therow the fire, thou ſalt not be tyrnt ; neither forall the 


- flames 


by 


. 
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fume kind!: upon thee: Por I am the Lard thy Grd, the holy Ohie if 
Ifrazl. This grearand graciove promiſe doth God make to 'his 
People of being their 'nyghry Protefor and Saviour in” all” great 


and eminent Aattgers: And, faith he again by the Prophet, If. 54 
16=-; Bebhitd,1 5 kg por /r ſmith her Newach the $4. inthe Py 
«nd that bringerh forth au inflrament fir his works and 1 hatybereattd 
rhz waſter to deſtroy. No weapon that is. formed againſt theeJhal pro- 
ſper ; and every Tongue that ſpall riſe againſt thee in judgment, thow 


«- 
. 


ſhalt condemns.  Bothithe weapons of War, and the waſter that de- 
troys arc ar God's command z and ſhall nor;preyail farther than 
ke Vives then leave; Ard he doth promiſe that they- thall nor 
proſper fo far as to deftroy his Church and Servants, thoughhe 
may fomerimes ler wicked men put ſome-of h's Servants to death 
for-a teſtimony of the Truth; with whom-he will then be in an 
exrraordinary manner by bis Grace and Spirit, thar they ſhall in 
x manrer even then triumph! over them,” And faith our Saviour 
Matt.28. 20; nd bo, 1 am with,'10u alway, eves nnto- the endl of 
the world; Amen. And we may be-ſure that he will be wich us 
according to our needs, and'in-an extraordinary imanner when 
there is extraordinary occaſion for it, + By theſe and ſuch places 
weſte that God doth-undertake our protection, and doth. pro- 
mife to help and defend usin all our-ſtraits and. dangers. And 
_ a watchful care hath he aver us at all times, as we have ſeen 
befoxe. 2 Chr. 16.9. Fer the eyes of the Lord run to and fro tho- 
raw: owt-#he whole earth (faith Hanani the. Seer). to ſhew himſelf 
ftrong'tn the bihalf of him, wheſe heart & pro towards him, And 
fairh the Pfalmiſt, Pſal. 124. 3--; He will not- ſuffer thy foot 
10” be moved ; br that keepeth thee will not ſiumber ; Behold,. he. 
that keepeth Jfracl ſtall neither {lumber nor | ſleep, The Lord « 
thy keep.r; the Lord is thy ſhade upon thy right. hand; He con- 
_ tinually watches over.ſuch as fear him, and is never unmindful 
and .regardleſs of them. And how exceedingly his mind is bent 
rowards them, and how much his heart is ſet upon them, he 
ſheweth by the Prophet Iſaiah, 49- 15 : Can a woman forget her 
ſacking child (faith he) that ſke frould not have compaſſion on the 
fon of her womb? Tea they may forget ; yit will I net forget thee, SO 
mindful and careful will he be of all his faithful Servants. And 
tis Angels ſhall watch about ſuch, as the Pfalmiſt affiemeth, Pſal. 


34- 
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34-73 The-dngel. of the Lord encamfeth rewnd abort them that fear 
bim, and" deliveyeth then... With ſuch a watchful Gard are they 
always A ho nei arr np And to ſhew the exquiſite 
care of God concerning all-chings and even the ſmalleftmarters 
that belong to-us,- our. Saviour hath told us that the very hairs 
of our heads are numbered, Marr. xo. 30. But even the very haivs 
of. your head are all numbered: Feat: yt not therefore-=, A duc re- 
gard is had even to the finalleſt matrers thar belong to us. And 
the Apoſtle doth ſhew that nothing *can feparare us from the love 
of God, if we do it not -by our own wickedneſs, Rom. 8. 38--. 
For 1:am perſnad:d ((aich he) that neither death, nor life, nor An- 
gels, nor Principalities, nor: Powers, nor things preſent, nor thinrs to 
come, wor height, nor depth, nor any other tereature ſvall be able t1 
ſpores ws from the love. of God, which is in Chrift Peſus our Lord. 

e are afſured of Gad'struth and faithfulneſs; and we (ce thar 
he hath: engaged and promifed to be onr Protector and Helper 
in.al.our neccfficties and: dangers, and that he 4oth continually 
watch over us and mindais3 and; therefore there is no reafon to 
doubr.of his Almighty aid- and help in all our needs and dan- 
gers whatſoever, if we. are-careful to ſerve and plea'e him as 
we qught. 

But-{o lang as we go on in a ſinful courſe, he is not obliged to 
be. opr;/Prateftor and Defender. : By going onin; a wicked courſe 
of life without repentance, we put our ſelves from under his'pro- 
tection, and-,cauſe him to caſt of his care of us: For he hath 
engaged himfclt to be-a Rock and Shield only to ſuch as fear + 
hun and keep-his Commandments. This is manifeſt from ſeveral 
places before mentioned. -He ſhewtth, himfelf ftrong, but it is is 
behalf. of thoſe, whoſe heart is perfeft towards him; 2 Cht. 16. 9. 
And faith St. Perer, 1 Pet. 3.132; For the eyes of the Lord arc over 
the righteous, and his ears are open unto their -prayers : bus the face 
of the Lard is 4:ainſt them that do evil, Such as do 'evil and go 
on in @ wicked courſe, are not to expect” his care and watchful | 
Providence co attend them for good, but have cauſe co'expett 
the contrary, and are ta know that God will net then 'be:their 
Protector and Helper, but their Adverſary. But if ſuch repent 
and return unto the Lord, and reſolve for the future-to Keep his 


facred Commandments, he is gragiqus and prone #2. mercy, . and- 
K 2 will 
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will then pardon"them; #nd-:rtceive them into his*care"and'ipro-. 
reftion, '1'aiah's 5; Det thi withed forſaks bi Way "and the ow" 
r-ghteens man hu thiaghtt, and ta bimirintn we th; Lord, and” 
he will have mercy upon him 5 and to our 'Gad, for he will abandantly 
farden,” He will be reconciled to 'fhnners, i# they 'willrepent and * 
return to-him, and will then become their mighty ray hs. - 
t-tor, and will then ſave and help them, «as we ſte he Uid*the 


| 


7ews, when they returned ant we to'him- for "help 5 Jad. T0; 
I5=-, | If men do ſerve him agrhey fought, or' will return and 
ecome obedient ro him, he will be a moſt fare Helper and eter- 
nal ProteQtor to them," and there. is no cauſe thar- they ſhould ' 
doubt. of this help: and- ſheconruart any time, nn On 
$1xthly,\ The extraordinary” and miraculons«deliverances that ' 
Gnd'harh wrought ſor his Pcoplerand Servants in their ſtraits*and* 
diſtreſfed' conditions, when they have'had little or no- means of 
h-lping themſeives, will be a farther encouragement to us to rely 
and depend upon*® him for thelp-and* fuccour ar all rimes, w 
we have no power to! help and? retieve-our:{elves. Seeing God” 
hath ſtretched*ont his Almighty Arm 'to'defend and help his Ser- 
vants in tires paſt, we may the more: chearfully ny that he. 
will do the like for us now in our great need and h*lIpleſs-con- 
dition, if we ſerve him as we ought, and rely -upogthis «mercy , 
and goodneſs for proreCtion and: relief: For his Armvievir Norte: 
ned that it cannor ſave; nor will he now be more baekward to 
do it. than he hath been heretofore. And many andigteat delive- 
rancesand-extraordinary Succours and Supports hath'God vouch- 
ſafed to his People and Servantswhen there hath*beer occaſion 
for. ſuch, ſome whereof I ſhall here mention.” 157 * 

1, God hath often» relieved his Servants and People in their 
wants and neceſſities in a wonderful manner 'wirtr food and ſuch 
things as they ſtood-in nced of, He gave the Children of 1/rael 

oy > Qyails in the wilderneſs when they wanted food, 
and began to murmur againſt Moſes and Aaron. Exod. 16. 22, 
1 have heard: the murmurings of the children of Tſrael "(faith God) 
ſpeak unto them ſaying; at even ye ſhall ear fleſh, and in the 
morning je ſhall b: filled with bread, and ye: ſhall know that ] am 
the. Lord your God. And for forty years together.did he feed them 
with Manna in the wilderneſs where they wanted food; _ 
they 
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they came int0. a land that had food ſufficient: for thene, And- 
he cauſed their garments not to. wax old in all this rime, that ' 
they. might not wang raiment, as - Moſes tells them; Dewr. 8.4. 
Thy raiment waxed: not old wpon thee, neither d14 thy foor ſwell theſe 
forty- years, And when they wanted water, he brought them 
water out of the rock, Numb. 20. 8. Take the rod ((aith God to 
Moſer), and gather thoy the. aſſembly togetber, thou and Aaron thy 
brother, and ſpeak, ye wnto the a, ay their eyes; and it ſhall 
give forts hiswater,. and thou ſhalt bring forth 1o them water cut 
of- the rock; ſo thow ſhalt give the congregation and their beaſts drink. 
And ver. x4.: And. Moſes life np his hand, and with his red he 
ſmote the rock twice; and the water came out abundantly, and the 
congregation drank, and their beaſts alſo, God gave Samſon water ' 
in. great. thirſt, '7#dg. IF. 218--. And he commanded the 
rayens to feed the. Prophet Eljah, and they did ſo: x Kings 
I7..2--. And the word of the Lord came unto bim, ſaying, Get 
thee hence, and turn thee caſiward, and hide thy {elf by the brook 
Cherith, that is before 'Fordan. And. it ſhall be, that thou ſhalt 
drink, of the brook, and 1 have commanded the ravens to feed thee 
there, | So he went, and did according wnto the word of the Lord : 
for he went and dwels by the brook Cherith, that is before Jordan. 
And the ravens brought him bread and firſh'\in the morning, and 
bread and . fleſh in the evening, and he drank of the brook, And: 
after this was he and the Widow Woman of Zerephath and her 
Houſe ſuſtained many days with a handful of meal and a little 
oyl, at God's command, when the famine was great in the land. - 
Ver. 13=-=, | And Elijah ſaid unto her, fear not ; go and do as thou 
bait ſaid y but make me thereof alittle cake firſt, and bring it unto. 
me; and after make for thee, and for thy ſon, For thas ſaith the 
Lord God of iſratl, The barrel of fmeal ſhall not waſt, neither ſpall 
the crmſe of cyl fail, until the day that the Lord ſendeth rain upon 
the earth, And ſbe w:nt, and did according to the ſaying of Elijah ; 
and. ſne and he and her hquſe did cat many days. And th barrel of 
meal waſted. nit, neither did the cruſe of oyl fail--, And when he 
fled from ex:bel, and was in the Wilderneſs beyond” Beerſhebs 
in a deftitute condition, the Angel of the Lord brought him a 
cake and water to ſupport and ſtrengthen him. 1 Kings 19. 
F*-+ . And as he lay and ſlept nuder a juniper-tree, behold then ” 
Ange 
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texched him, and ſaid wnto him, Ariſe and cat, And he 
| «jd belvid; there was a cahe baken on the coals, and a cvuſe 
of water at his head; and he did cat and drink, and laid bim down 
4in. . And when he had caten again, he went in the firength 
of thar meat forty days and forty nights unto Horeb the mount 
of God. | Snch a bleſſing did God give to it, that made 1t ſaſh- 
cient ta ſuſtain him for ſo long a time. When the Hoſts of the 
Kings of 1ſrarl and 7adah were diſtreſſed for want of water, they 
ſought to God by the Prophet Ekſba, . and God gave them plen- 
ty of water in their great neceſſity. a Kings 3. 16--, And he ſaid, 
bus ſaith the Lord, make this walley full of ditches. For thus [aith 
the Lord, ye ſhall net ſee wind, neither ſhall ye ſer rain, yet that 
valley ſhall-be filled with water, that ye may drink, both ye, and 
Jour ciutle, and your beafts. And ver. 20. And it came topaſs in 
the morning, when the meat-offring © was offered, that behold, there 
came water by the way of Edoms, and the comntry was filled with 
water. And we may ſte in the ls that our b Saviour 
did often feed many thouſands with a few loaves and a little 
quantity of fiſh, when he faw it needful to work ſucha miracle 
for them. By theſe and fuch Inſtances we fee how God hathin 
an extraordinary manner relieved his People and Servants in their 
great neceflities, and ſypplyed them with food and ſuch things as 
they ſtoed in great need of. | | 


2, We may fſce alſo that Almighty God hath often delivered 
his People and Servants in an extraordinary and miraculous man- 
ner from great and eminent Dangers, and from ſuch Judgments ' 
and Cakamities as have befallen ochers. -- God »preſerved' Noab 
from that prodigious Flood that fwept away che Inhabitancs of 
rhe old World in his ume, and drowned alt Mankind befide him 
and his Family, Gen. 7. x--. He eted Alraham in all his 
travels, and delivered him from all his fears. He preſervedhim 
fron being burt by the Eg ytians, Gen. 12: And from the hands 
of the four Kings that took Lore captive, againſt whom he war- 
red, Gen. 14: And out of all other ftraits that he came into, did 
he deliver him. He preſerved Za from that dreadful judgment 
of fire, that deſtroyed the Citics- of Sodow ard Gomorrah &c. 
Gen. 
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Gen. 19, Be kept Jacob From being hnre by his Brother Z/as, 
when he came out with an_Hoft of 4po men againſt him, and 
turned his heart fo_ that he did himno harm, but embraced him 
in love. Gev. 33. 4. He proteted Moſes from being hurt by Pha- 
raob King of Ep ypr, when he came to deliver the /ſraclites' ont 
of his hand; and armed him with ſuch power of daing wonders, 
that he made him likeaGod to Pharaoh , as he fath, Zxed. 7.x. 
And he preſerved him all along afterwards in all thoſe dangers 
that he underwent; and from: the hands of thoſe Kings with 
whom he warred, over whom he gave him victory :” And pre- 
ſerved his People 1ſrael from all the dangers that they mer with, 
He--protefted 7oſbus and his People afterwards from all the 
Kings of Canaan, and gave him viftory over them and their 
Armies, as we may ſee in the book of Joſhua. The Lord pre- 
ſerved David from all the attempts of King Sasl to take awdy 
his life, and at the Taft ſer.him upon the Throne of [/rael. And 
hereby we may ſee how vain a thing it is to ſeck to take away 
his life, whom the God of Heaven will preſerve; and how thoſe + 
that ſet upon ſuch enterprizes, like Sax! and Phararh, do moſt ' 
miſerably fret and gall themſelves; and that difappointment and 
grief are the fruits of ſuch inful attempts, In a miraciiſous 
manner did the Lord deliver the Prophet Ehja: from the two 
Captains and their men, that were ſent from the King. of Iſrael 
to take him ; and ſent down fire from Heaven to conſumethem; 
2 Kings I. 9--: And from _ and all dangers elſe did God 
deliver him. The Lord delivered the Prophet Eliſtz from the 
Bands of the Syrians, and garded him. with Horſes and Chariots 
of fire; 2 Kwnigs 6, I5--: And frem the King of /ſrael, when he 
ſent to'take away his head ; and from all dangers elſe did God. 
deliver him. The Lord in a remarkable manner delivered 
Samaria and the Iſraclites from the Hoſt of Syria (2 Kings 9, 6—) 
and frighted the whole Hoſt away, and made them to overrun 
their Tents and Horſes through fear. The Lord preſerved: and 
delivered King Hezekiah and feruſalem in a miraculous manner 
from Sennacherib the King of Aſſyria, and ſent his Angel to. de- 
ſtroy his whole Army ; 2 Kings 19. 35. And it cane to Re 
night, that the Angel of the Lord went ont, and ſmote in the Camp 

of 
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of the Afſyriaus an hundred and fourſcore and five thouſand, aud 
when they aroſe early in the morning, behold they were all dead corpſes. 
.In a wonderful manner were the three Children preſerved and 
kepr from harm, even in the midit of the fiery. Furnace by the 
Omniporent power of God: Dan. 3. 26-- : Then Shadrach Mecſhach 
and Abednego cams forth of the midſt of the fire, And the Princes, 
Governors and Captains, and the King s Counſellors, being gathered 
 ogether, (aw theſe men upon whoſe bedres the fire had no power, nor 
.W45s an hair of their bead ſinged; neither were their coats changed, 
vor the ſmell..of fire had paſſed on them. In this extreme danger, 
and hopeleſs *condition to all humane appearance, were they 
. thus miraculouſly delivered, and had not the leaſt degree of 
harm. The Prophet Davict was protected and defended by an 
Angel in the Lyon's den from being torn in pieces, or hurt by 
them; Dan. 6. 21--; They ſaid Daniel unto the King, O King, live 
fer ever. My God hath ſent, his Angel, and hath ſhunt the lyous 
 menthes, that they have not bart me; for as much as before him 
ilayocency was femnd in me: aud alſo before thee, O King, have I 
done no burt, The Lord by an Angel delivered St. Peter out of 
,priſon, and out of the hands of Herod, who was minded to put 
him to death: /.Cts 12, 7=- : . And bebold the Angel of the Lord 
came wpon him (faith St, Luke) and 4 light ſrined in- the priſon, 
and he {mate Peter on the fidz, and raiſed him np, ſaying, Ariſe up 
quickly. And his chains fell off from his hands, And the. Angel 
ſaid unto him, gird thy ſelf, ang bind on thy ſandals, And ſo he 
did. Andshbe ſaith unto him, caft thy garments about thee, and 
follow me. And he went out, and followed him--. By. theſe and 
ſach hike examples we may ſee, That God hath delivered” and 
protefted; his People and Servants from very great and eminent 
dangers.in a.-wonderful and miraculous marmer, when they have 
had no power and might to help and defend themſelves. And 
from hence we may be the more encouraged to put our truft 
,.and- cunfidence in «him, and hope that he wilt have pity and 
mercy upon us,- and ſend ws help and reliefin all our ſtraits and 
needs and helpleſs conditions, if we have recourſe to him, and 

.depend .upon him for help and proteCtion and relief at all times, 
as we ought, We have all the aflurance that well can be thar 
God 
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God will no ways fail us in the day of trouble; And we have 
as Frooe encouragement as we can well defire, to truſt in the 
Lord Zehbovah at all times of the greateſt Dangers: And if we 
can but believe his ſacred and ſure Word, and rely upon. his 
faithful Promiſes, we need not much to fear in the darkeſt and 
blackeſt Times that can come upon us, ſach as this is like tobe. 
If we are not wanting to our ſelves, bur will repent and ſeek 
to God, and truſt in him alone, he will never be wanting te us, 
but will be ſure to be with us at all times as need ſhall require; 
and even at the Stake, if we ſhould be brought thither, will he 
be with us to ſupport us, as he was with St, Stephen, Aﬀs 7.55. 
And even now will the Lord God Almighty- aſſume and take to 
himſelf his great Power, and will Reign, Rev. 11.17: that is, 
will Reign in a magnificent and glorious manner, and make 
mortal men to knowin the end, that itis He which ruleth in the 
Kingdoms of men, and difpoſeth of them as he ſees good. Now 
will he exert and put forth his Almighty Arm for the proteCtion 
and defence of his Church and Servants in their forlorn and 
helpleſs condition. And when we have ſeen this, we are to imi- 
tate that Heavenly Aﬀembly of Elders, and to ſing Alleluja's 
to him, and to return thanks to the Lord God Omnipotent, be- 
cauſe he hath ſo viſibly ſer up his Standard here among us, and 
hath Reigned in ſuch a glorious and renowed manner for the 
preſervation of his Church and Servants. Now in the. end of 
this dark Time that is coming upon ns, will the Lord God O m- 
nipotent ſhakerthe Earth and the great City too (Rev. I. 13.) 
and affright the Inhabitants thereof, and make them to give 
ofory to the God of Heaven. And then are the Enemies of the 
Proteftant Church ro expect that the ſecond dreadful Wo will 
be executed upon them. And in the earth-guake (faith St. John) 
were 2 of men ſeven thouſand, Which number ſeems to be puc 
not ſtritly for juſt ſeven thouſand, but for an exceeding great 
number of men that ſhall be then ſlain. [See the Letter of 'a 
Proteſtant Clergy-man--.] And therefore we had need to take - 
great care that we do not fall to Popery, and fo periſh in this 
Deſtruttion. We ought to take great care that we fall not from 
God to any ſinful prattices; for hereby we ſhall do our ſelves 
more harm than all our Enemies can do to us. By Rev, 11, we 
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may ee char Pop?ry ſhall prevail for three-years and an half, 
and that then after this time is expired the Proteſtant Church 
ſhall be as glorious as ever it was before. And from this XI. 
er we have aſſurance of. God's extraordinary - and 

anenaney w_ = time, yer ay meyer _ 

ner defcnd his ervants, hight them againſt thei 
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again, And this will be an ing great. | | - 
fore to us in.our mournful and- forlorn-condition, to know this 
before-hand, and to be aſſured of it by Divine Revelation. We 
may even look upon the Divine Conſolation that God. gave to 
his People the 72ws by the Propner, as ſpoken to us. If; 26.20. 
Come, my People, enter thou inte thy chambers, and ſknt thy. duars 
about thee; hide thy ſelf as it were for a little moment, wntall the 
Indignation be cver-paſt. With Faith and Patience we may well 
"wait upon God for ſuch a lirtle time, when he, .for wiſe and 
righteous ends does permit ſuch a Tragical Scene of affairs to be 

brought upon the Stage of the world. And now toconclude, _ 
$ecing our God is ſuch a Rock of Salvation. againſt all that 
can befall us; ſeeing he knows and regards,qur conditions and ' 
all our Dangers and Needs and Wants, and is both able and wil- 
ling to kelp and ſuccour us-upon alt accounts; ſeeing he hath 
given fo great Aſſurance that he will:never fail us and be wan» 
cing-to us, if we ferve him- and.truſt in him ; Let us then nor 
be Infidels and Faithleſs in fo clear a Light, but let us be pre- 
vailed upon to make, him, .and him alone, our Rock and Confi- 
dence, -and betake our ſelves to him-at all times of Danger and 
Diſtreſs. for hefp and. relief. Though we: have ſinned and been 
" great Franfyrefſors, and ſo given: him too great a cauſe to caſt 
off his_ protection and care of us; yet if we repent and return 
to. him,, he is prone to mercy, and therefore we may chearfully 
hope that he will yer be our Almighty God and Protector. Let 
us all then bid- adicu-to all our finful- and evil ways, and ſet 
one ſ{clves {criouſly aud earneſtly to ſeck the Lord of Hoſts, and 
zhen we ſhall be ſure to find him, and-to find hima Mighty God 
for us in the neeeful time of trouble and diſtreſs, Let us addreſs 
our ſelves to him in earneſt prayer and faſting, that he would 
be graciouſly pleaſed to pals by our Tranſgreiſions, and to pity 
vis and 
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us the perilous-conditions and miſcries that befal | 

us, Let us call upon him wich the man in the Goſpel (far, 
to 
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9 24-) to ſuccour aud help our unbelief, to encreaſe and 
ftrengthen our Faith in him, and to confirm our hopes and con- 


all wich "char Collett of ous Church, ordered to be uſed upon 
the fourth Sunday after Epiphany, 


O God, who knoweſt us to be ſet in the midſt of ſo 
many and great dangers, that by reaſon of the frailty of 
our nature we cannot always ſtand upright ; Grant to us 
ſuch ftrength and protettion as may ſupport us in. all dan- 


gers, .and carry us through all temptations, through Jeſus 
Chriſt our Lord. Amen. 


ERRATA. 


N the Watchman's Voice. P. 19. L. 3. r. forbearance. 1.21. r. Romiſh. p. 20. 1.25. 
Tr. finaners, p.'26. 1. 4. r. Jailer. ]. 15. r.at another. p. 43+ 1. 22.7. we are not. 


In the Letter. p. 1.1. 1.r. Laity. p. 14. 1. 6. r. Angels. p. 15. 1. 29. r. Papiſts. p. - 
17, |. 5. r. the Saints. p. 22. ), 33. r. that. p, 23. 1.6. r. Emperors. p. 29, |. 18. r. 
and an half. p. 47.1.6. r. marginal. p. 57. 1. 6. r. Tranquility. p. 58. 1.22. r. of time. 
P. 59+ 1. 5. I. Rome. Ps 62. |. 22. r. Providence. : 


In the contratiety of Popery, &'c. p. 5.1. 23. r. yea Lord p. 16, 1.2. r. dire&ions. 
I. 26. r. Apoſtle. p. 24. 1. 2.r. Not. p. 27. 1.11. r. effected. p. 46: 1. 16. r. (faith he) 
P+ 47+ | 5+ 7, not to marry. p. 53. 1. 8. r. ſaith he. 


In the Church's Requeft. p. 5. 1. 10. r. Tranquility. p. 31. 1. 2. I. we were. 1. 3» 
r. truly. 1. 37. r. fulfilled. p+35. 1.5. r. or wiſe. 1.20. 1.you. p. 36.1. 11. r.confounded. 


In the Exhortation to truſt in God. p. 9.). 28. r. thou. p.11.1, 17, r. poſleſs.p.rs. 
J. 38. r. his. p. 20. 1. 38.r. handy- work. p. 22+ 1. 29. Ie ſubtile. 


P ſtands for page. L for line. R for read. 


